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Vice President Joe Biden, center, leads a group across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., Sunday, March 3, 2013. They were 
commemorating the 48th anniversary of Bloody Sunday, when police officers beat marchers when they crossed the bridge on a 
march from Selma to Montgomery. From left: Selma Mayor George Evans, U.S. Rep. Terri Sewell, D-Ala., Rev. Jesse Jackson, Biden, 
Rev. Al Sharpton and U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga. 

(AP Photo/Dave Martin) 

Biden leads homage to “Bloody Sunday" march 


PHILLIP RAWLS 
Associated Press 
SELMA, Alabama (AP) — 

Vice President Joe Biden 
and black leaders com¬ 
memorating a famous 
civil rights march on Sun¬ 
day said efforts to dimin¬ 
ish the impact of African- 
Americans’ votes haven’t 
stopped in the years since 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act 
added millions to voter rolls 
in Southern states that had 
practiced racial segrega¬ 
tion. 

More than 5,000 people 
followed Biden and U.S. 
Rep. John Lewis, a Georgia 
Democrat, across the Ed¬ 
mund Pettus Bridge in Sel¬ 
ma’s annual Bridge Cross¬ 
ing Jubilee. The event com¬ 
memorates the “Bloody 


Sunday” beating of voting 
rights marchers — includ¬ 
ing a young Lewis — by 
state troopers as they be¬ 
gan a march to Montgom¬ 
ery in March 1965. The 50- 
mile (80-kilometer) march 
prompted Congress to pass 
the Voting Rights Act that 
struck down impediments 
to voting by African-Amer¬ 
icans and ended all-white 
rule in the South. 

Biden, the first sitting vice 
president to participate in 
the annual re-enactment, 
said nothing shaped his 
consciousness more than 
watching TV footage of the 
beatings. “We saw in stark 
relief the rank hatred, dis¬ 
crimination and violence 
that still existed in large 
parts of the nation,” he 


said. 

Biden said marchers “broke 
the back of the forces of 
evil,” but that challenges 
to voting rights continue 
today with restrictions on 
early voting and voter reg¬ 
istration drives and enact¬ 
ment of voter identification 
laws where no voter fraud 
has been shown. 

Voter identification laws 
have largely been sup¬ 
ported by Republicans 
who insist they are need¬ 
ed to prevent voter fraud. 
Democrats contend such 
laws suppress minority voter 
turnout because a higher 
percentage of blacks and 
Latinos than white lack the 
government-issued docu¬ 
ments such as a driver’s 
license or passport that 


some states require to cast 
a vote. 

“We will never give up or 
give in,” Lewis told march¬ 
ers. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, a 
prominent civil rights lead¬ 
er, said Sunday’s event 
had a sense of urgency 
because the U.S. Supreme 
Court heard a request 
Wednesday by a mostly 
white Alabama county to 
strike down a key portion of 
the Voting Rights Act. 
“We've had the right to 
vote 48 years, but they’ve 
never stopped trying to di¬ 
minish the impact of the 
votes,” Jackson said. 
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Morsi Pledges 
Reap Rewards 

MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State John Kerry on 
Sunday rewarded Egypt 
for President Mohammed 
Morsi's pledges of politi¬ 
cal and economic reforms 
by releasing $250 million in 
American aid to support 
the country’s “future as a 
democracy.” 

Yet Kerry also served no¬ 
tice that the Obama ad¬ 
ministration will keep close 
watch on how Morsi, who 
came to power in June as 
Egypt's first freely elected 
president, honors his com¬ 
mitment and that addi¬ 
tional U.S. assistance would 
depend on it. 

“The path to that future 
has clearly been difficult 
and much work remains,” 
Kerry said in a statement 
after wrapping up two 
days of meetings in Egypt, 
a deeply divided country 
in the wake of the revolu¬ 
tion that ousted longtime 
President Hosni Mubarak. 


Continued on page 3 



U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry meets with Egyptian 
President Mohamed Morsi 
in Cairo, Egypt on Sunday, 
March 3, 2013. 

(AP Photo/J. Martin) 
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People demonstrate in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, March 3, 2013. Hundreds of protesters took 
to the streets of Venezuela’s capital on Sunday, demanding the government provide complete 
details about the health of ailing Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 

Protesters demand details on Chavez 


C. TOOTHAKER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Hundreds of protesters 
took to the streets of Vene¬ 
zuela's capital on Sunday, 
demanding the govern¬ 
ment provide complete 
details about the health 
of ailing President Hugo 
Chavez. At the same time, 
Chavez supporters staged 
their own rally in the city. 
Protesters waving Venezu¬ 
elan flags chanted “Tell the 
Truth!" as they marched 
through eastern Caracas. 
They accused government 
officials of keeping from 
the public a full account of 
Chavez’s condition. 

“They don't tell us the 
truth,” complained Mildred 
Moreau, a 64-year-old 
woman who said Chavez 
isn't healthy enough to 
govern the country. “We 
feel that they are trying to 


trick us.” 

The protest was staged 
a day after Vice Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro said 
Chavez has been receiv¬ 
ing chemotherapy while 
recovering from a severe 
respiratory infection. 
Chavez underwent can¬ 
cer-related surgery on 
Dec. 11 in Cuba and has 
not been seen or heard 
from since, except for sev¬ 
eral “proof of life” photos 
released Feb. 15 before he 
returned to Venezuela. 
Officials have sent mixed 
signals about Chavez's 
condition, sometimes say¬ 
ing he’s recovering and 
at other times saying he’s 
battling for his life. 

Sunday’s marchers joined 
university students who 
have chained themselves 
together near a Supreme 
Court office while also de¬ 
manding a full account of 


Chavez’s health and urg¬ 
ing justices decide if he's 
healthy enough to remain 
in office. 

“We are going to stay here 
until they tell the truth, until 
they give an explanation 
about his state of health 
and say if he’s in a condi¬ 
tion to govern,” said Johan 
Gomez, a 23-year-old uni¬ 
versity student with chains 
wrapped around his arms 
and waist. On the other 
side of the city, govern¬ 
ment supporters gathered 
in front of a stage to listen 
to pro-Chavez musicians 
and demonstrate their sup¬ 
port for the socialist leader. 
“Here is the youth that rep¬ 
resents the future of the fa¬ 
therland,” said pro-Chavez 
governor Tareck El Aissami. 
Referring to opposition¬ 
sided students, El Aissami 
said: “They represent the 
past.’O 



AROUND THE WORLD 

Ex-soldier in Jamaica accused of murder 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — An ex-soldier in Jamaica ac¬ 
cused of killing his common-law wife and her mother has 
surrendered to police. Investigators say former Jamaica 
Defense Force soldier Jason Pryce shot both women in 
their home in southern Jamaica. 

Pryce's 27-year-old wife succumbed to her injuries on 
Sunday, a week after the shooting. Her mother was de¬ 
clared dead at the crime scene. 

Police launched a manhunt for the ex-soldier, and the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force announced Sunday that 
Pryce had turned himself in. Authorities say arrangements 
are now being made for Pryce to be interviewed in the 
presence of an attorney. □ 

Sabic halts plans to build Trinidad plant 

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad (AP) — Petrochemical giant 
Saudi Basic Industries Corp. says it is halting plans to de¬ 
velop a $5.3 billion methanol complex in the energy-rich 
Caribbean nation of Trinidad and Tobago. In a Sunday 
statement, Sabic said it decided not to continue with ne¬ 
gotiations for the planned complex after the “relevant 
parties did not reach a deal on the fundamental condi¬ 
tions for this project." No specifics on the differences were 
disclosed. The project was expected to be a partnership 
with Sinopec Corp., one of China's three major state- 
owned oil companies. Sabic announced a year ago that 
it hoped to develop the methanol plant in Trinidad. □ 

Minister: ECB must do more for jobless 

PARIS (AP) — A French official says the European Cen¬ 
tral Bank is shirking its responsibilities toward Europe’s un¬ 
employed and should do more to weaken the euro to 
help exports. Industrial Recovery Minister Arnaud Monte- 
bourg’s comments go against a custom that politicians 
not meddle in the ECB’s work. Montebourg told Europe 1 
radio Sunday: “It's not dealing with growth. It’s not taking 
care of the unemployed. It’s not taking care of the Euro¬ 
pean people. And it has a duty to do so.” He called on 
ECB President Mario Draghi to buy the debt of European 
countries. The ECB has a program to do just that — but 
countries must first agree to reforms. Q 

Puerto Ricans make push for statehood 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Hundreds of people in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. are marching to demand that 
the territory become the 51st state. Supporters gathered 
Saturday in the capital of San Juan to request that Presi¬ 
dent Obama honor the results of a November referen¬ 
dum regarding the island’s political status. In the refer¬ 
endum’s first question, 54% of voters said they were not 
content with commonwealth status. Of the about 1.3 mil¬ 
lion voters who made a choice, nearly 800,000 supported 
statehood, some 437,000 favored sovereign free associa¬ 
tion and 72,560 chose independence. But nearly 500,000 
left the question blank. □ 

North Sea oil rig leak sparks evacuation 

LONDON (AP) — The TAQA oil company says dozens of 
workers have been evacuated from a North Sea oil plat¬ 
form after a hydrocarbon leak was detected. The Abu 
Dhabi-based company says 71 of the 145 workers on the 
Cormorant Alpha platform were taken off the rig off the 
northeast coast of Scotland on Saturday. The company 
says in a statement that no hydrocarbons spilled. The 
platform and all pipeline infrastructure were shut down 
as a precaution. The incident marks the second time this 
year that the platform had to be partially evacuated fol¬ 
lowing the discovery of a leak. □ 
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In Vatican, Dolan urges Catholics to look beyond conclave 


MICHAEL PAULSON 
© 2013 New York Times 
VATICAN CITY - The cav¬ 
ernous nave of St. Peter’s 
Basilica was nearly empty 
when Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan arrived Sun¬ 
day morning, shortly after 
dawn, a fading moon still 
hanging in the sky, and red 
streaks of sunlight illuminat¬ 
ing the facade. 

Dolan, the archbishop of 
New York, is a morning per¬ 
son - most days, he likes 
to get up at 5 and walk or 
exercise before his morn¬ 
ing prayers - and on this 
last quiet day before the 
process of selecting a new 
pope begins Monday, he 
was raring to go - to cel¬ 
ebrate a Mass, to start the 
day, to begin the con¬ 
clave. 

“I’m eager to get started,” 
he said. “Let's go. Let's go, 
let's get home.” 

Dolan is one of 115 car¬ 
dinal-electors expected 
Monday morning at the 
Vatican's New Synod Hall, 
along with dozens of re¬ 
tired cardinals who are in¬ 
vited to participate in the 
conversations but who 
cannot vote in the ensu¬ 
ing conclave because 
they are over 80. The car¬ 
dinals plan to meet for sev¬ 
eral days in what they call 
“general congregation" to 
get to know one another 
and to discuss issues facing 
the church globally; dur¬ 
ing their meetings, they will 
also pick a start date for 
the conclave. 

Dolan has spent the last 
several days meeting with 
other church officials, do¬ 
ing interviews with report¬ 
ers, and taking care of 
more ordinary tasks - on 
Saturday visiting a friend 
in the hospital and on 
Sunday taking New York’s 
seminarians and priests in 
Rome to lunch. Dolan has 
said, “I never like to come 
to Rome without saying 
Mass at St. Peter's some¬ 
time during my stay," so on 
Sunday that is what he did. 
He employed a small cha¬ 
pel in the basilica's grot¬ 
toes, and invited about 
20 people, including au¬ 
thor George Weigel and 
members of the New York 
news media, to take part. 
Anne Thompson, an NBC 
News correspondent, was 


a reader during the liturgy. 
“We’re all here to follow 
the extraordinary events 
with the departure of 
Benedict XVI, the election 
of a new successor of St. 
Peter," Dolan said. Howev¬ 
er, he said, the celebration 
of Mass is more significant. 
“We’ve got to keep in mind 
- you know what, even 
more important than the 
pope is what we're doing 
right now,” he said. “The 
life of the church goes on, 
and the life of the church 
centers around what we're 
doing right now." 

He celebrated the Mass 
in the Chapel of Our Lady 
Queen of the Hungarians, 
a contemporary worship 
space that honors the ex¬ 
perience of Hungarian 
Catholics. Dolan, a fan of 
sports metaphors, noted 
that the chapel was “just a 


Continued from Front 


Egypt is trying to meet con¬ 
ditions to close on a $4.8 
billion loan package from 
the International Monetary 
Fund. An agreement would 
unlock more of the $1 bil¬ 


lion in U.S. assistance prom¬ 
ised by President Barack 
Obama last year and set 
to begin flowing with Ker¬ 
ry's announcement. 

“The United States can and 


9-iron shot from the tomb of 
St. Peter.” 

In his brief homily, the car¬ 
dinal made a passing ref¬ 
erence to the shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., 
saying that in biblical times 


wants to do more,” Kerry 
said. “Reaching an agree¬ 
ment with the IMF will re¬ 
quire further effort on the 
part of the Egyptian gov¬ 
ernment and broad sup¬ 
port for reform by all Egyp¬ 
tians. When Egypt takes the 
difficult steps to strengthen 


its economy and build po¬ 
litical unity and justice, we 
will work with our Congress 
at home on additional sup¬ 
port." 

Kerry cited Egypt’s “ex¬ 


individuals tried to discern 
what God was doing, just 
as people today look at the 
massacre and “try to figure 
out what happened,” or try 
to understand God's role in 
“tragedy and sickness and 
suffering in our own life.” 


treme needs" and Morsi’s 
“assurances that he plans 
to complete the IMF pro¬ 
cess” when he told the 
president that the U.S. 
would provide $190 million 
of a long-term $450 million 
pledge “in a good-faith ef¬ 
fort to spur reform and help 


(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 

the Egyptian people at this 
difficult time.” The release 
of the rest of the $450 mil¬ 
lion and the other $550 mil¬ 
lion tranche of the $1 billion 
that Obama announced 


Those are understandable 
questions, the cardinal 
suggested, but, he said, 
“Don't try to be figuring out 
God’s will out there all the 
time - try to figure out what 
God is asking you to do in¬ 
side.” 

Dolan said the task of the 
next pope was not to make 
change in the church but 
to preserve the church’s 
traditions. 

“That's the very nature of 
the papacy, is to hand on 
faithfully what God told us 
of Jesus, what Jesus told 
his apostles, and what his 
apostles hand on to us - 
tradition, with a capital T," 
he said. 

“Many of you professional, 
excellent journalists ask, 
very often, ‘Do you think 
the new pope will make 
changes in the church?”’ 
he added. □ 


will be tied to successful re¬ 
forms, officials said. 
Separately, the top U.S. 
diplomat announced 
$60 million for a new fund 
for “direct support of key 
engines of democratic 
change,” including Egypt's 
entrepreneurs and its 
young people. 

Kerry held out the prospect 
of U.S. assistance to this 
fund climbing to $300 mil¬ 
lion over time. 

Recapping his meetings 
with political figures, busi¬ 
ness leaders and represen¬ 
tatives of outside groups, 
Kerry said he heard of their 
“deep concern about 
the political course of 
their country, the need to 
strengthen human rights 
protections, justice and the 
rule of law, and their fun¬ 
damental anxiety about 
the economic future of 
Egypt.” 

Those issues came up in “a 
very candid and construc¬ 
tive manner” during Kerry’s 
talks with Morsi. 

“It is clear that more hard 
work and compromise 
will be required to restore 
unity, political stability 
and economic health to 
Egypt,” Kerry said. 

Syria and Iran were topics 
of discussion, according to 
officials. □ 



Cardinal Timothy Dolan, the Archbishop of New York, shades his 
eyes from the sun in Vatican City. 

(AP Photo/Angelo Carconi) 


Kerry: US releasing millions in aid to Egypt 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, center, walks with Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal, 
as Kerry arrives in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on Sunday, March 3, 2013. Saudi Arabia is the seventh leg 
of Kerry’s first official overseas trip, following a stop in Egypt. 



















MONDAY 4 MARCH 


ms. NEWS 


m 



Biden leads homage to “Bloody Sunday” march 


Continued from Front 


Referring to the Voting 
Rights act, another civil 
right activist, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, said: “We are not 
here for a commemora¬ 
tion. We are here for a con¬ 
tinuation.” 

The Supreme Court is 
weighing Shelby County's 
challenge to a portion of 


the law that requires states 
with a history of racial dis¬ 
crimination, mostly in the 
Deep South, to get approv¬ 
al from the Justice Depart¬ 
ment before implementing 
any changes in election 
laws. That includes every¬ 
thing from new voting dis¬ 
tricts to voter identification 
laws. 

Attorneys for Shelby Coun¬ 
ty argued that the pre¬ 


clearance requirement is 
outdated in a state where 
one-fourth of the Legisla¬ 
ture is black. But Jackson 
predicted the South will 
return such moves as elimi¬ 
nating black-majority dis¬ 
tricts and holding more at- 
large elections to diminish 
black voting strength if the 
Supreme Court voids part 
of the law. 

U.S. Attorney General Eric 
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Holder, the defendant in 
Shelby County’s suit, told 
marchers that the South is 
far different than it was in 
1965 but is not yet at the 
point where the most im¬ 
portant part of the voting 


2006, it understood that 
the act makes sure minority 
inclusion is considered up 
front. 

“It reminds us to think con¬ 
sciously about how we can 
include all our citizens in 



Vice President Joe Biden gets a key to the city from Selma May¬ 
or George Evans in Selma, Ala., Sunday, March 3, 2013. Biden 
and others participated in the Bridge Crossing Jubilee which 
celebrated the 48th anniversary of Bloody Sunday. 

(AP Photo/Dave Martin) 

democracy. That is as im¬ 
portant today as it was in 
1965,” he said. 

Adegbile said the contin¬ 
ued need for the law was 
shown in 2011 when under¬ 
cover recordings from a 
bribery investigation at the 
Alabama Legislature in¬ 
cluded one white legislator 
referring to blacks as “ab¬ 
origines” and other white 
legislators laughing. 

“This was 2011. This was not 
1965,” he said.Q 


rights act can be dismissed 
as unnecessary. 

Martin Luther King III, whose 
father led the march when 
it resumed after Bloody 
Sunday, said, “We come 
here not to just celebrate 
and observe but to recom¬ 
mit.” 

One of the attorneys for 
the NAACP civil rights or¬ 
ganization who argued the 
case, Debo Adegbile, said 
when Congress renewed 
the Voting Rights Act in 
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New York City: 

Expectant parents die in crash; infant survives 



Hundreds of people attend the funeral of Nathan and Raizi Glauber, who were killed on their way 
to the hospital, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, March 3, 2013. 

(Robert Stolarik/The New York Times) 


have long beards and ear 
locks. 

Jewish law calls for burial of 
the dead as soon as pos¬ 
sible, and hours after their 
deaths, the Glaubers were 
mourned by at least 1,000 
people at a funeral outside 
the Congregation Yetev 
Lev D'Satmar synagogue. 
Men in black hats gath¬ 
ered around the coffins in 
the middle of the street, 
while women in bright 
headscarves stood on the 
sidewalk, in accordance 
with the Orthodox Jewish 
tradition of separating the 
sexes at religious services. 
The sound of wailing filled 
the air as two coffins cov¬ 
ered in black velvet with a 
silver trim were carried from 
a vehicle. □ 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A preg¬ 
nant young woman who 
was feeling ill was headed 
to the hospital with her hus¬ 
band early Sunday when 
the car they were riding in 
was hit, killing them both, 
but their baby boy was 
born prematurely and sur¬ 
vived, authorities and a 
relative said. 

The driver of a BMW 
slammed into the car car¬ 
rying Nachman and Raizy 
Glauber, both 21, at an 
intersection in the Williams¬ 
burg neighborhood of 
Brooklyn, said Isaac Abra¬ 
ham, a neighbor of Raizy 
Glauber’s parents who lives 
two blocks from the scene 
of the crash. 

Raizy Glauber was thrown 
from the car and her body 
landed under a parked 
tractor-trailer, said witness¬ 
es who came to the scene 
after the crash. Nachman 
Glauber was pinned in the 
car, and emergency work¬ 
ers had to cut off the roof 
to get him out, witnesses 
said. 

Both of the Glaubers were 
pronounced dead at hos¬ 
pitals, police said, and both 
died of blunt-force trauma, 
the medical examiner said. 
Their son was in serious con¬ 
dition, Abraham said. The 
hospital did not return calls 
about the infant. The Glau¬ 
bers’ livery cab driver was 


treated for minor injuries at 
the hospital and was later 
released. Both the driver 
of the BMW and a passen¬ 
ger fled and were being 
sought, police said. 

On Saturday, Raizy Glaub¬ 
er “was not feeling well, so 
they decided to go" to the 
hospital, said Sara Glauber, 
Nachman Glauber's cous¬ 
in. Abraham said the Glau¬ 
bers called a car service 
because they didn’t own 
a car, which is common for 
New York City residents. 

The Glaubers were mar¬ 
ried about a year ago and 
had begun a life together 
in Williamsburg, where Rai¬ 
zy Glauber grew up in a 
prominent Satmar Ortho¬ 
dox Jewish rabbinical fam¬ 
ily, Sara Glauber said. 
Raised north of New York 
City in Monsey, New York, 
and part of a family that 
founded a line of clothing 
for Orthodox Jews, Nach¬ 
man Glauber was study¬ 
ing at a rabbinical college 
nearby, said his cousin. 

B 

rooklyn is home to the larg¬ 
est community of ultra-or¬ 
thodox Jews outside Israel, 
more than 250,000. The 
community has strict rules 
governing clothing, social 
customs and interaction 
with the outside world. Men 
wear dark clothing that in¬ 
cludes a long coat and a 
fedora-type hat and often 
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We specilize in beginners, but we have horses for all kinds of riders 


GROUP TOURS: 

Regular Morning Tour 9:00am $65 p/p 
Cool Paradise Tour 5:00pm $80 p/p 
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Tel: +297 585-9870 / Cel: +297 594-1317 

Fax: +297 586-4955 


PRIVATE TOURS: 

Private Breeze Tour between 9:00am and 2:00pm $95 p/p 
Private Paradise Tour 5:00pm $125 p/p 

For children under 12 years of age private tours are required 


WEIGHT LIMIT: 200Lbs. 
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New Orleans: 

Power failure blamed for water loss 


Biden may take on wider 
role in U.S. foreign policy 


J. McCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Taps 
in New Orleans briefly went 
dry Sunday after a boiler’s 
heating flame went out of 
control in the plant supply¬ 
ing electricity for the city’s 
water treatment. 

Marcia St. Martin, execu¬ 
tive director of the city’s 
Sewerage and Water 
Board, said the outage 
lasted less than 20 minutes 
Sunday morning. Twitter 
came alive with residents 
bemoaning the loss about 
9 a.m. Central time, and 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
tweeted to his followers 
that the city was looking 
into the matter. 

Martin said the loss of pres¬ 
sure opened the way for 
possible contamination, 
and water samples are be¬ 
ing taken citywide. 

She said all sample collec¬ 
tion should be complete 
by Sunday afternoon, and 
results should be avail¬ 
able about 24 hours later. 
It takes that long to detect 
the presence of potentially 
dangerous bacteria. 
Officials have advised 
more than 300,000 resi¬ 
dents on the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er’s east bank to boil water 
for drinking, brushing their 


teeth or preparing food for 
at least 24 hours. 

Most of New Orleans, in¬ 
cluding the French Quarter 
and Central Business Dis¬ 


trict, is on the east bank. 
The treatment plant there 
provides about 135 million 
gallons (511 million liters) of 
drinking water a day, com¬ 
pared with 11 million gal¬ 
lons (41.6 million liters) from 
the west bank treatment 
plant. 

In October, a similar prob¬ 
lem occurred at the east 
bank plant. City officials 
were criticized because 


they did not put out a no¬ 
tice that tap water might 
be contaminated until four 
hours after the plant shut 
down. A power problem in 


November 2010 also cre¬ 
ated similar conditions. 
Across the city Sunday, 
some residents and busi¬ 
nesses readied water sup¬ 
plies to use under the boil 
advisory. 

At Zeus' Place, a pet board¬ 
ing and daycare business, 
owner Michelle Ingram 
said she was using bottled 
water for the 80 dogs and 7 
cats there. 


MARK LANDLER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - When Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
was scrambling last week 
to prevent the leader of 
the Syrian opposition from 
boycotting a meeting with 
him in Rome - a snub that 
could have spoiled his 
maiden voyage as the na¬ 
tion's chief diplomat - he 
leaned on an old Senate 
colleague to help him out: 
Vice President Joe Biden. 

After Kerry extracted an 
agreement from the Syrian, 
Mouaz al-Khatib, to show 
up, Biden sealed the deal 
with a follow-up call. The 
vice president, who had 
met al-Khatib at a secu¬ 
rity conference in Munich, 
praised him for his courage, 
told him how important the 
meeting was and promised 
to stay in touch, according 
to the White House. 

It was a classic example of 
how Biden has used per¬ 
sonal relationships to amass 
influence in the Obama 
administration - a talent 
that current and former of¬ 
ficials predicted would al¬ 
low him to further expand 
his influence on foreign pol¬ 
icy during President Barack 
Obama’s second term. 


Biden will pivot to another 
part of the Middle East on 
Monday, when he will set 
the stage for Obama’s first 
presidential trip to Israel lat¬ 
er this month, in a speech 
to the annual conference 
of the American Israel Pub¬ 
lic Affairs Committee, an in¬ 
fluential pro-Israel lobbying 
group. 

Biden, officials said, used his 
ties on Capitol Hill to cham¬ 
pion another unpopular 
cause: Chuck Hagel, also 
an old Senate friend. With 
Hagel under attack over 
his positions on Iran and 
remarks he made about 
Israel, officials said Biden 
worked the phones to reas¬ 
sure skeptical senators and 
help eke out his confirma¬ 
tion for defense secretary. 

Just as important to Biden’s 
rise is his role in policy de¬ 
bates. In addition to push¬ 
ing for a faster timetable 
for withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan, he was 
also among those who op¬ 
posed supplying weapons 
to the rebels in Syria - a pro¬ 
posal developed by David 
H. Petraeus, the former di¬ 
rector of the CIA, and sup¬ 
ported by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, then the secretary 
of state. 



Chris Antonucci re-stocks water after a power failure at a pump¬ 
ing station caused a widespread drop in water pressure, in New 
Orleans triggering a boil water advisory issued for New Orleans 
on Sunday morning, March 3,2013. 

(AP Photo/Michael DeMocker) 
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San Francisco’s ‘other’ bridge prepares to shine 


USA LEFF 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
After more than 75 years in 
the shadow of its glamor¬ 
ous cousin, San Francisco's 
“other" bridge is getting a 
chance to shine. 

The San Francisco-Oak- 
land Bay Bridge has been 
turned into the latest — 
and by far the biggest — 
backdrop for New York 
artist Leo Villareal, who has 
individually programmed 
25,000 white lights spaced 
a foot (30 centimeters) 
apart on 300 of the span’s 
vertical cables to create 
what is being billed as the 
world’s largest illuminated 
sculpture. 

Villareal, 46, whose previ¬ 
ous installations have in¬ 
cluded an underground 
walkway at the National 
Gallery of Art and the 
Bleecker Street subway 
station in Manhattan, is 
scheduled to flip the switch 
on “The Bay Lights” with 
a click of his laptop com¬ 
puter on Tuesday at 9 p.m. 
(0500 GMT Wednesday). 
Donors attending a pri¬ 
vate waterfront reception 
will see it set to music, but 
the work, which uses se¬ 
quences of shifting light to 
produce an almost-infinite 
array of abstract patterns, 
will be visible to anyone 
with a view of fhe western 
half of fhe bridge for at 
least the next two years. 
“People are attracted to 
light and they will respond 
in a variety of ways, even 
if they don’t know anything 
about art, programming or 
technology," he said one 
evening late last month 
while fine-tuning the shim¬ 
mering display from a pier 
nexf fo San Francisco's 
Ferry Building. “It's really a 
wonderful piece of public 
art.” 

For Ben Davis, a San Fran¬ 
cisco public relations and 


communications profes¬ 
sional who conceived of 
the idea of fuming fhe busy 
Bay Bridge into a 1.8-mile 
(2.9-million kilometer)-long 
canvas, the $8 million proj¬ 
ect represents a long-over- 
due celebration of a con¬ 
duit that has been eclipsed 
by the Golden Gate Bridge 
almost from the time its 
concrete set. It opened to 


M. SALCEDO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — North 
Korea’s young leader has 
riled the U.S. with recent 
nuclear tests, but Kim Jong 
Un doesn’t really want war 
with the superpower, just a 
call from President Barack 
Obama to chat about their 
shared love of basketball, 
according to unlikely dip¬ 
lomat Dennis Rodman, the 
ex-pro basketball star just 
back from an improbable 
visit to the reclusive com¬ 
munist country. 

“He loves basketball. ... I 
said Obama loves basket¬ 
ball. Let’s start there” as a 


great acclaim in Novem¬ 
ber 1936 — at the time it 
was the world’s longest 
and most expensive bridge 
— but lost the limelight with 
the opening of fhe majestic 
Golden Gate five months 
later. 

“Those bridges are sort of 
like twins, one very beauti¬ 
ful, one very hard-working,” 
said Davis, whose interest in 


way to warm up relations 
between the U.S. and North 
Korea, Rodman told ABC 
television's “This Week" on 
Sunday. 

“He asked me to give 
Obama something to say 
and do one thing. He wants 
Obama to do one thing, 
call him,” said Rodman, 
who called the authoritar¬ 
ian leader an “awesome 
guy” during his trip. The 
State Department criticized 
North Korea last week for 
“wining and dining" Rod- 
man while ifs own people 
go hungry. 

Rodman also said Kim fold 
him, “I don’t want to do 


the Bay Bridge was sparked 
by his firm’s work promoting 
fhe soon-fo-be-complefed 
rebuilding of fhe bridge’s 
earfhquake-damaged 
eastern span. “For 75 years, 
the Bay Bridge has had 
this pleasure of being able 
to see the Golden Gate 
Bridge. Now, we are giv¬ 
ing its sister something re¬ 
ally beautiful to look at for 


war. I don’t want to do 
war." 

Yet in January, after the 
U.N. Security Council voted 
to condemn the North’s 
successful rocket launch 
in December and expand 
penalties against Kim’s 
government, his National 
Defense Commission said 
in a statement that “set¬ 
tling accounts with the 
U.S. needs to be done with 
force, not with words." The 
statement also promised 
“a new phase of the anti- 
U.S. struggle that has lasted 
century after century.” 
North Korea and the U.S. 
fought on opposite sides of 


a while.” 

But it was at Burning Man, 
the annual art and music 
festival in Nevada’s Black 
Rock Desert, that the artist 
found his medium. In 1997, 
he builf a light sculpture as 
a homecoming beacon for 
his tribe’s camp site. In the 
years since, his creations 
have been featured in gal¬ 
leries and museums around 
the world, although he still 
sits on the festival’s board 
and attends every summer. 
“People focus a lot on the 
lights, but in a way the most 
interesting thing about 
his work is that it's really 
dealing with algorithms, 
it’s really about emerg¬ 
ing software, unpredict¬ 
able software,” said Steven 
Johnson, author of “Where 
Good Ideas Come From: 
The Natural History of In¬ 
novation" and a longtime 
friend of Villareal's. “Be¬ 
cause of technology and 
software really being so 
central to the Bay Area, to 
have its great epic urban 
art project be fundamen¬ 
tally all about code, it’s just 
pretty a much a marriage 
made in heaven.” 


the three-year Korean War, 
which ended in a truce in 
1953. The foes technically 
remain at war. They never 
signed a peace treaty and 
do not have diplomatic 
relations. Rodman was the 
highest-profile American to 
meet Kim since Kim inher¬ 
ited power from his father 
Kim Jong II in 2011. He trav¬ 
eled to the secretive state 
with several members of 
the Harlem Globetrotters 
team for a new HBO series 
produced by New York- 
based VICE television. 

The visit took place amid 
rising tensions between the 
countries. 



Minimal lights are turned on along the western half of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge on 
Pier 14 in San Francisco. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) 


Rodman: Kim Jong Un wants Obama to call 
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New Chinese leader burnishes his military support 


CHRIS BUCKLEY 
© 2013 New York Times 
HONG KONG - On the eve 

of the National People’s 
Congress, the chief of Chi¬ 
na's Communist Party, Xi 
Jinping, is emphasizing his 
role as a champion of the 
military, using the armed 
forces to cement his politi¬ 
cal authority and present 
a tough stance in grow¬ 
ing territorial disputes with 
American allies in the Pa¬ 


“Compared with the two 
previous leaders at a simi¬ 
lar stage, Xi has already 
established closer, better 
relations with the military. 
They didn't come to pow¬ 
er with the same confi¬ 
dence,” said Chen Ziming, 
an independent commen¬ 
tator in Beijing who studies 
party affairs. 

Beyond being the only 
member of the power¬ 
ful seven-member Polit¬ 



Chinese President Hu Jintao, Communist Party chief Xi Jinping, and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, 
look at Jia Qinglin, Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), 
going to greet a delegate after the opening session of the CPPCC in Beijing's Great Hall of the 
People Sunday, March 3, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong) 


Bombing kills at least 37 in Karachi 


cific region. 

Xi will be appointed presi¬ 
dent at the end of the 
Congress, the party-run 
parliament that opens 
Tuesday for an annual 
session of about 10 days. 
The 2,987 carefully vetted 
delegates are also virtu¬ 
ally certain to approve an¬ 
other rise in military spend¬ 
ing, after an 11.2 percent 
increase to $106 billion in 
the 2012 defense budget. 
The new budget is expect¬ 
ed to show another robust 
increase, probably in the 
same vicinity as last year. 
Western analysts said. 

Since Mao Zedong rode to 
victory in a revolutionary 
war, the country's Commu¬ 
nist leaders have regarded 
an utterly loyal military as 
the ultimate shield of their 
political power. Nearly four 
months since his appoint¬ 
ment as party chief in No¬ 
vember, Xi has made that 
shield his own, with greater 
speed and sureness than 
his recent predecessors. 


buro Standing Committee 
to also sit on the Central 
Military Commission, Xi al¬ 
ready leads the military 
body, which controls the 
People’s Liberation Army. 
The Chinese military owes 
its paramount loyalty to the 
party and its leader, not 
the civilian government. 
In private, Xi has said ab¬ 
solute military obedience 
to the party is essential to 
ensuring the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party is not wiped 
out like its Soviet counter¬ 
part. 


SALMAN MASOOD 
© 2013 New York Times 
ISLAMABAD - Two powerful 
explosions ripped through 
a predominately Shiite 
neighborhood in the Paki¬ 
stani city of Karachi on Sun¬ 
day evening, in a bomb at¬ 
tack that killed at least 37 
people and wounded at 


least 90, police and rescue 
officials said. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility, but 
the attack fit the pattern of 
a brutal militant campaign 
of violence against Paki¬ 
stan's Shiite minority over 
the past year that is widen¬ 
ing the country's sectarian 
divisions. 

The blasts occurred in Ab¬ 
bas Town, a large Shiite 
district of Karachi, badly 
damaging two apartment 
blocks. Several apartments 
caught fire as gas lines rup¬ 
tured from the force of the 
explosions. 

Rescue workers rushed the 
dead and wounded to 
local hospitals. With doz¬ 
ens more people trapped 


under the wreckage, the 
death toll was expected to 
rise. 

Police officials said the first 
blast, which was heard 
miles away, appeared to 
have been set off by a car 
bomb. The nature of the 
second blast remained un¬ 
clear; some police officials 
speculated that it may 
have been caused by a 
gas cylinder. 

Fayaz Leghari, the provin¬ 
cial police chief, told local 
news media that the city 
police force had been on 
alert in anticipation of such 
an attack given the Sunni 
militant campaign against 
Shiites. The most notorious 
group, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, 
claimed responsibility for 


two blasts in the western 
city of Quetta that killed 
almost 200 people, mostly 
from the Hazara Shiite mi¬ 
nority. But there have been 
signs that such Sunni ex¬ 
tremist groups are also bent 
on stepping up their bloody 
campaign in Karachi, Paki¬ 
stan’s largest and most vol¬ 
atile city. 

Leghari said the Karachi 
police had apprehended 
two explosives-laden ve¬ 
hicles in recent weeks but 
denied suggestions there 
had been specific intel¬ 
ligence that forewarned 
Sunday's blast. Last month. 
Interior Minister Rehman 
Malik warned of possible 
attacks in Karachi and 
Quetta. 
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Iran, Syria condemn assistance as rebels advance 



Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, left, welcomes Syrian 
Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem, for their meeting, in Tehran, 
Iran. Iran and Syria condemned a U.S. plan to assist rebels fight¬ 
ing to topple Assad on Saturday and signaled the Syrian leader 
intends to stay in power at least until 2014 presidential elections. 

(AP Photo/Mahdi Marizad) 


BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Following 
rebel gains, the leader of 
the Syrian opposition made 
his first visit Sunday to areas 
near the embattled north¬ 
ern city of Aleppo as fight¬ 
ers trying to oust President 
Bashar Assad captured a 
police academy and a 
border crossing along the 
frontier with Iraq. 

Assad, meanwhile, lashed 
out at the West for help¬ 
ing his opponents in the 
civil war, delivering a blis¬ 
tering rebuke to Secretary 
of State John Kerry's an¬ 
nouncement that the U.S. 
will for the first time provide 
medical supplies and other 
non-lethal aid directly to 
the rebels in addition to 
$60 million in assistance to 
Syria’s political opposition. 
Aleppo, the nation’s largest 
city, has been a major front 
in the nearly 2-year-old up¬ 
rising. Government forces 
and rebels have been 
locked in a stalemate there 
since July. 

Mouaz al-Khatib met Sun¬ 
day with Syrians in the two 
rebel-held Aleppo suburbs 
of Manbah and Jarab- 
lus, a statement said. The 
stated goal of his trip — his 
first since being named the 
leader of the Syrian Nation¬ 
al Coalition late last year — 
was to inspect living con¬ 
ditions. But his foray to the 
edge of Aleppo also could 
be an attempt to boost his 
group’s standing among 
civilians and fighters on the 
ground, many of whom see 
the Western-backed politi¬ 
cal leadership in exile as ir¬ 
relevant and out of touch. 
The territorial gains are a 
significant blow to Assad, 
although his forces have 
regained control of several 
villages and towns along a 
key highway near Aleppo 
International Airport — an 
achievement that could 


signal the start of a decisive 
battle for Syria’s commer¬ 
cial capital. 

Also Sunday, the govern¬ 
ment troops launched an 
offensive in central Syria, 
sweeping through Latakia 
and Hama provinces, try¬ 
ing to dislodge rebels from 
towns and villages. The 
army also shelled opposi¬ 
tion strongholds around 
Damascus, pounding ar¬ 
eas such as Harasta, Da- 
raya, Douma and Zbadani 
with artillery and airstrikes 
in what opposition groups 
said were the regime's 
“desperate attempts" to 
reverse the rebel advanc¬ 
es. 

The rebels have trying to 


storm the capital for weeks, 
pushing ever closer to 
Assad’s seat of power. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a British- 
based opposition group, 
said the rebels seized the 
police academy in Khan 
al-Asal after entering the 
sprawling government 
complex with captured 
tanks. 

At least 120 regime soldiers 
and 80 rebels were killed in 
the fighting, according to 
Observatory director Rami 
Abdul-Rahman. He said 
the rebels control all build¬ 
ings inside the complex, 
which was abandoned by 
Assad's forces early Sun¬ 
day. Assad maintains his 


troops are fighting “terror¬ 
ists” and Islamic extremists 
seeking to destroy Syria, 
and he accuses the West 
and its Gulf Arab allies of 
supporting them in achiev¬ 
ing their goal. 

In an interview with the Sun¬ 
day Times, Assad criticized 
the U.S. and Britain for send¬ 
ing financial and other non- 
lethal aid to the opposition. 
He set harsh terms for talk¬ 
ing to his opponents, dial¬ 
ing back earlier hints of flex¬ 
ibility about talks. 

He told the British news¬ 
paper that he is ready for 
dialogue with armed reb¬ 
els and militants, but only if 
they surrender their weap¬ 
ons. Recently, the Syrian 
government offered to par¬ 
ticipate in talks, but didn’t 
address the question of lay¬ 
ing down arms. 

“We are ready to negoti¬ 
ate with anyone, includ¬ 
ing militants who surrender 
their arms. We are not go¬ 


ing to deal with terrorists 
who are determined to 
carry weapons to terror¬ 
ize people, to kill civilians, 
to attack public places or 
private enterprise and to 
destroy the country,” Assad 
said in the interview, con¬ 
ducted in Damascus. “We 
fight terrorism." 

The opposition, including 
fighters on the ground and 
the Syrian National Coali¬ 
tion umbrella group, has re¬ 
jected talks with Damascus 
until Assad steps down, a 
demand he has repeatedly 
rejected. Kerry met Thurs¬ 
day with Syrian opposition 
leaders in Italy, where he 
said the U.S. will for the first 
time provide the non-lethal 
aid directly to the fighters in 
addition to $60 million in as¬ 
sistance to the political op¬ 
position. Assad said the “in¬ 
telligence, communication 
and financial assistance 
being provided is very le¬ 
thal.” 
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able people. Dehydration 
is a common complication. 
The illness was first an¬ 
nounced Friday, and 
Elizabeth had to cancel 
a visit Swansea, Wales, 
on Saturday to present 
leeks — a national symbol 
— to soldiers of the Royal 
Welsh Regiment in honor 
of Wales' national day, St. 
David’s Day. She instead 
spent the day trying to re¬ 
cover at Windsor Castle, 
but appears to have had 
trouble kicking the bug. 

A doctor not involved in 
the queen’s treatment said 
that if medical officials de¬ 
termined that she is losing 
too much fluid, she would 
be rehydrated intrave¬ 
nously. “Not everyone can 
keep up with oral hydra¬ 
tion so it is pretty routine to 
go to hospital and have a 
drip and wait for the thing 
to pass and keep yourself 
hydrated,” said Dr. Christo¬ 
pher Hawkey of the Univer¬ 
sity of Nottingham’s faculty 


of medicine and health 
sciences. Britain's National 
Health Service says that 
the two most common 
causes of gastroenteritis 
in adults are food poison¬ 
ing and the norovirus, a 
common winter vomiting 
bug which typically afflicts 
between 600,000 and 1 
million Britons each year. 
British health guidelines ad¬ 
vise that people with the 
norovirus avoid work for at 
least two days. “It's very 
infectious and strikes in win¬ 
ter because people are in¬ 
doors and it spreads more 
easily,” Hawkey said. 
Elizabeth has ruled since 
1952 and is Britain's second- 
longest serving monarch, 
beaten only by Queen 
Victoria in terms of the 
number of years spent on 
the throne. Elizabeth's hus¬ 
band Prince Philip, 91, has 
had several hospital stays, 
but Elizabeth has rarely let 
sickness get in the way of 
her still-busy schedule. 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II was hos¬ 
pitalized Sunday over an 
apparent stomach infec¬ 
tion that has ailed her for 


ments for this week will 
regrettably be either post¬ 
poned or cancelled,” the 
palace said in a statement. 
Elizabeth's two-day trip to 
Rome had been planned 


to start Wednesday. A 
spokeswoman said the trip 
may be “reinstated” at a 
later date. 

The symptoms of gastroen¬ 
teritis — vomiting and diar¬ 
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days, a rare instance of ill 
health sidelining the long- 
reigning monarch. Eliza¬ 
beth will have to cancel a 
visit to Rome and other en¬ 
gagements as she recov¬ 
ers, and outside experts 
said she may have to be 
rehydrated intravenously. 
Buckingham Palace said 
the 86-year-old queen had 
experienced symptoms of 
gastroenteritis and was be¬ 
ing examined at London’s 
King Edward VII Hospital — 
the first time in a decade 
that Elizabeth has been 
hospitalized. “As a precau¬ 
tion, all official engage¬ 


British police officers stand guard outside the King Edward VII 
hospital in London where Queen Elizabeth II was admitted to 
be assessed for symptoms of gastroenteritis, Sunday, March 3, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Sang Tan) 
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rhea — usually pass after 
one or two days, although 
they can be more severe 
in older or otherwise vulner- 


China: 

Quake destroys 700 homes, injures 30 



Firefighters work on a damaged building after a 5.5-magnitude 
earthquake hit Eryuan County of Dali Bai Autonomous Prefec¬ 
ture, southwest China’s Yunnan Province, Sunday, March 3, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Xinhua, Ge Shangneng) 


BEIJING (AP) — A mod¬ 
erate earthquake struck 
southwest China on Sun¬ 
day, causing hundreds of 
homes to collapse and in¬ 
juring at least 30 people. 
The earthquake bureau in 
Yunnan province, where 
the quake occurred, said 
three of the injured people 
were in serious condition. 
The official Xinhua News 
Agency said the quake 
damaged 2,500 houses 
and caused 700 others to 
collapse. 

About 55,000 people were 
affected by the quake, Xi¬ 
nhua said, citing Yunnan’s 
Civil Affairs Department. 
Supplies were on their way 
to the quake-hit area, in¬ 
cluding 6,000 tents. 

The magnitude-5.5 quake 


struck 51 kilometers (32 
miles) from the city of Dali 
at a depth of 33 kilometers 
(20 miles), according to the 


U.S. Geological Survey. 
About 34 aftershocks were 
recorded after the quake, 
Xinhua said. 
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Tensions escalating in Borneo standoff 


Army sent into 
Bangladesh as 
clashes persist 

JULHAS ALAM 
Associated Press 
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 

— Authorities deployed 
soldiers in a northern Ban¬ 
gladeshi district on Sunday 
after Islamic party activists 
clashed with police, leav¬ 
ing five people dead dur¬ 
ing a nationwide general 
strike called to denounce 
war crimes trials. Seven 
people died in similar 
clashes in the northwest, 
police and news reports 
said. With the latest casu¬ 
alties, the death toll in four 
days of rioting climbed 
to 58. The clashes broke 
out Thursday after a war 
crimes tribunal sentenced 
a leader of Jamaat-e-lsl- 
ami, Bangladesh’s largest 
Islamic party, to death for 
atrocities committed dur¬ 
ing Bangladesh's 1971 in¬ 
dependence war against 
Pakistan. Delwar Hossain 
Sayedee was the third de¬ 
fendant to be convicted 
by the tribunal, which was 
set up in 2010 by Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheikh Hasina’s gov¬ 
ernment. 

Bangladesh says the war 
left 3 million people dead, 
200,000 women raped and 
forced millions to flee to 
neighboring India. 


FLOYD WHALEY 
© 2013 New York Times 
MANILA, Philippines - Sev¬ 
en people were reported 
killed, and four hostages 
taken, as fighting contin¬ 
ued Sunday in the Malay¬ 
sian state of Sabah over a 
historic claim to the area 
by a religious group from 
the southern Philippines. 

The Malaysian government 
said the police and military 
presence in the area was 
being doubled, while the 
religious group said an un¬ 
determined number of sup¬ 
porters from the southern 
Philippines had entered the 
area to reinforce those sup¬ 
porting the claim. 

The Malaysian and Philip¬ 
pine navies have stepped 
up patrols in the waters 
between Sabah and the 
southern Philippines, which 
can be traversed in a 
speedboat in a little more 
than an hour. 

Five Malaysian police of¬ 
ficers and two of their at¬ 
tackers were killed in an 
ambush Saturday, officials 
said Sunday. The Malay¬ 
sian state news agency 
Bernama reported Sunday 
that villagers near the am¬ 
bush had beaten to death 
a man suspected of being 
one of the attackers. That 
brought the death toll from 
fighting in the area to at 


least 21. 

On Friday, 12 members of 
the Filipino religious group 
and two Malaysian com¬ 
mandos were killed during 
a failed attempt to capture 
the group that had been 
holding a small village on 
the eastern coast of Bor¬ 
neo island since Feb. 12. 

A spokesman for the group, 
whose members claim to 
be heirs to the sultanate of 
Sulu, which ruled parfs of 


northern Borneo for cen¬ 
turies, said Sunday that its 
forces on Sabah had taken 
hostage a Malaysian po¬ 
lice officer, two soldiers and 
a government official. 

“We advised the people on 
the ground to take care of 
them, to feed them, so that 
in case there shall be inter¬ 
national agencies to inves¬ 
tigate the matter we can 
present those four cap¬ 
tured government officials 


of Malaysia as witnesses to 
the atrocities committed 
by the government of Ma¬ 
laysia,” the group's spokes¬ 
man, Abraham Idjirani, said 
Sunday. 

Bernama quoted Malay¬ 
sian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak on Sunday as say¬ 
ing the violence had been 
limited to three areas of 
Sabah: Lahad Datu, where 
the group originally arrived, 
and the nearby areas of 
Semporna and Kunak. 

“The people of Sabah 
should not be fearful of 
their safety,” the prime min¬ 
ister was quoted as saying. 
He added that Malaysian 
forces were operating in 
the areas affected by the 
violence. 

“Let’s give them the op¬ 
portunity and time to carry 
out their operations and 
overpower the group and 
rescue those in need,” he 
said. 

On Sunday, Malaysian offi¬ 
cials urged Sabah residents 
to remain calm and said 
resorts and other tourist fa¬ 
cilities in the area remained 
open. 

“More fatalities may be ex¬ 
pected, and as a nation we 
must come together to ral¬ 
ly behind our forces," said 
Liew Vui Keong, the deputy 
prime minister of Malaysia, 
according to Bernama. 



!_f' pfci 


A Malaysian police commando stands guard near the area 
where the stand-off with Filipino gunmen took place in Tanduo 
village, Lahad Datu, Sabab , Malaysia on Sunday, March 3, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Bernama News Agency) 
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European carmakers to get serious at Geneva show 


SARAH DiLORENZO 
AP Business Writer 
PARIS (AP) — The Geneva 
Motor Show has long had 
a reputation as one of the 
glitziest stops on the global 
auto show circuit — the 
place to unveil luxury mod¬ 
els and out-of-this-world 
fantasy concept cars. But 
this year the dire state of 
the European auto industry 
will hang over the exhibi¬ 
tion halls. Hit by fleeing cus¬ 
tomers, struggling econo¬ 
mies and idle production 
lines, the region’s carmak¬ 
ers need to make tough 
decisions if they are going 
to survive. 

Paul Newton, an analyst 
at HIS Automotive, an in¬ 
dustry consulting firm, says 
no broad themes have 
emerged ahead of this 
week’s show and no land¬ 
mark unveilings are expect¬ 
ed — a sign of the industry's 
malaise and uncertainty. 
He argues that European 
automakers need deep re¬ 
structuring — not just a set 
of flashy new wheels. 

“The Koreans are taking 
customers from some¬ 
where. And it would ap¬ 
pear that these guys are 
taking customers from the 
mass-market, established 
European players," said 
Newton. 

While the European finan¬ 
cial crisis has sent unem¬ 
ployment soaring and led 
to a sustained fall in overall 
retail sales across the re¬ 
gion, Europe’s auto com¬ 
panies were struggling 
even before the global 
financial crisis hit in 2008. 
They have long had far 
more factory floor space 
and employees than they 
need to produce the num¬ 
ber of cars they can rea¬ 
sonably expect to sell. 

This is reflected in the poor 
results of the Geneva Mo¬ 
tor Show’s European ex¬ 
hibitors: Last year. Fiat's 
profit fell 73 percent, while 


Renault's dropped 15 per¬ 
cent. PSA Peugeot Citroen 
posted a record €5 billion 
($6.5 billion) loss. Of the ma¬ 
jor European auto groups, 
only Volkswagen is thriving 
— profit rose 41 percent in 
2012, although that was 


less than expected. 
Meanwhile in the U.S., both 
General Motors, which will 
be debuting a convertible 
Corvette at the show, and 
Ford recorded healthy — 
but reduced — profits as 
strong sales in the U.S. cov¬ 
ered losses in Europe. 

Even if Europe’s carmakers 
were better able to com¬ 
pete on a global stage, 
their home market is suf¬ 
fering. Car sales across Eu¬ 
rope fell for the fifth year in 
a row in 2012, pulling back 
another 7.8 percent, ac¬ 


cording to data from con¬ 
sultancy PwC. Analysts say 
sales probably won’t climb 
back to the 2007 peak be¬ 
fore at least 2020. 

One reason for the poor fi¬ 
nancial performance is idle 
factory floors. A report by 


analysts Alix Partners found 
that at the height of pro¬ 
duction in 2007, the industry 
in Europe was only using 83 
percent of its capacity. It's 
expected to be around 75 
percent for the next couple 
of years. One way carmak¬ 
ers in the U.S. have turned 
around their operations is 
by dealing with their own 
overcapacity problem, 
shutting 18 factories in four 
years; Europe has yet to 
bite the bullet. 

On top of this, building a 
car in Europe is more ex¬ 


pensive than in many com¬ 
petitor countries thanks to 
rigid labor agreements that 
drive up wages and offer 
generous benefits. Those 
same agreements also 
make it difficult to transfer 
jobs elsewhere. 


The high costs of labor and 
the overcapacity at fac¬ 
tories both conspire to eat 
into profits — which could 
otherwise be re-invested in 
innovation and technology 
to capture new customers. 
The only way forward, ana¬ 
lysts say, is to become lean¬ 
er by tackling uncompeti¬ 
tive labor regulations and 
closing factories. 

This may be harder in some 
countries than others. In re¬ 
cent months, for instance, 
the French government 
and unions have fought 


plans by PSA Peugeot 
Citroen to trim its excess ca¬ 
pacity by closing its Aulnay 
plant and eliminate 8,000 
jobs. “The principles behind 
egalite and fraternite and 
all the rest are great if you 
can afford it,” said New¬ 


ton of the generous French 
contracts that also ham¬ 
per other European manu¬ 
facturers. “The problem is 
France really can’t afford 
it when it's competing 
with people who basically 
make better products at a 
cheaper price.” 
Volkswagen, which is ex¬ 
pected to unveil a new 
GTI model in Geneva, has 
benefited from Germany’s 
more flexible labor laws, 
which have helped it keep 
costs lower and continually 
push innovation. □ 



Workers dust a car at the Mini booth during last preparations prior to the opening of the press preview days at the 83nd Geneva In¬ 
ternational Motor Show in Geneva, Switzerland, Sunday, March 3, 2013. The Motor Show will open its gates to the public from March 
7 to 17, presenting more than 260 exhibitors and more than 130 world and European premieres. 

(AP Photo/Martial Trezzini) 
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New dog laws welcomed by island animal advocates! 


ORANJESTAD - A recent 
official bulletin announced 
to the public that a Nation¬ 
al Ordinance passed in the 
local parliament has laid 
down rules of dog owner¬ 
ship on the island. The Dog 
Regulations as set by the 
Minister of Justice and Edu¬ 
cation, A. L. Dowers, in the 
name of the Queen states 
that pet owners have to 
care for their dog, by pro¬ 
viding food, wafer, shelter, 
protection and medical 
care. 

The law now secures all the 
basics governing dog own¬ 
ership, and it also dictates 
the licensing and registra¬ 
tion of dogs considered 
dangerous, putting special 
measures in place for cer¬ 
tain specific breeds, also 
empowering the authori¬ 
ties, including police offi¬ 
cers and special agenfs, to 
act on violations. 

Dog owners are now re¬ 
quired by law to care for 
their animals “with enough 
food of sufficient quality, 
sufficient drinking water 
of sufficient quality AND 
shelter from sun, rain and 
wind.” The law establishes 
the right of the animal for 
medical care by a veteri¬ 
narian, and even if the ani¬ 
mal is chained, it must en¬ 
joy sufficient room to walk 
around as it pleases. 

Best of all, the Minister re¬ 
sponsible for matters of 
public health, has the 
power to implement the 
law. And the law specifi¬ 
cally says that dogs can¬ 
not have free access to 
public highways or other 
people’s property, and 
that dogs must be fenced 
in, in their owner's yard. 
Owners cannot allow their 
dogs to roam the street, 
they have to be kept in, so 
they do not become a nui¬ 
sance to neighbors. 

The law implies that the 
practice of having an 
owned-stray in now a le¬ 
gal offense: A dog is either 
owned and taken good 


care of, or he is a stray, 
and available for adopfion 
by other people. 

The economic 
tions of the law 
include the 
expenses of 
keeping a pet, 
which now fall 
directly on the 
owner and in¬ 
clude food, 
shelter and an¬ 
nual vaccina¬ 
tions. 

The new law 
however dif¬ 
ferentiates be¬ 
tween breeds 
stating that 
the Minister 
responsible 
for matters of 
public health, 
decreed that 
dogs and dog 
breeds which 
may endan¬ 
ger the safety 
of humans and 
animals, are 
designated 
as dangerous 
dogs. Among 
them the fol¬ 
lowing: Ameri¬ 
can Stafford¬ 
shire Terrier, 

Cane Corso, 

Dogo Argen¬ 
tina, Fila Brasilero, Cauca¬ 
sian Owtcarka, Mastino 
Napolitano, Pittbull Terrier 


and Preso Canario. And all 
crossbreeds of the above, 
including dogs that have 
a strong resemblance to 


those varieties. Those dogs 
now have to be licensed. 
They also must be insured. 


And muzzled in public. 
Those deemed as danger¬ 
ous dogs will have to be 
neutered. While the new 


document provides many 
stipulations there are pen¬ 
alties and sanctions at¬ 


tached, to preempt viola¬ 
tions. 

While the legislator should 
be congratulated for pass¬ 
ing a law that 
requires owners 
to treat dogs 
well, some crit¬ 
ics of the text 
report that 
it somewhat 
missed the 
mark. The leg¬ 
islator should 
have stipu¬ 
lated the reg¬ 
istration of all 
dogs, requiring 
a license for all 
pests, recom¬ 
mending the 
spaying and 
neutering of all 
not just quote, 
unquote dan¬ 
gerous breeds. 
Additionally 
according to 
island veteri- 
naries, there 
are no danger¬ 
ous dogs, only 
irresponsible 
owners, and 
the law fails to 
comprehen¬ 
sively regulate 
dog ownership 
in general here. 
But it's a start. 
Additionally, dog fights are 
now a criminal offense on 
the island. □ 


Attention dog & cat owners: 

ARA’s Spay & Neuter campaign underway! 


ORANJESTAD - Animal 
Rights Aruba now offers 
greafly discounted Spay & 
Neuter services at all three 
vet clinics on the island, so 
that dog and cat owners 
can choose between Con¬ 
treras Veterinary Services, 
in Shaba and Savaneta, 
VKA in Noord, Wayaka 
and San Nicholas or Animal 
Care Clinic, in Paradera. 
Dog & Cat owners are 
urged to take advantage 
of fhe offer, as Animal Righf 


Aruba subsidizes the pro¬ 
cedure by partially paying 
the vets for the operation. 
Dog & Cat owners are ex¬ 
pected to participate with 
a very reasonable contri¬ 
bution. The prices for Spay¬ 
ing & Neutering services 
may vary a bit between 
the clinics, but the follow¬ 
ing is Animal Righf Aruba’s 
guideline: For a male dog, 
owner's contribufion is 
Awg 50, for a female dog, 
owner's confribufion is Awg 


100, and for cats, owner’s 
contribute between Awg 
20 to Awg 30. 

Animal Rights Aruba 
spokesperson declares that 
everyone can now afford 
to have their pets fixed, im¬ 
proving animal welfare on 
the island, and reducing 
the number of unwanted 
puppies and dogs on the 
street. 

Contreras Veterinary Ser¬ 
vices NV, Shaba 2, Tel.: 
297-587-0917 / 297-587- 


4467, Savaneta 117 Lokaal 
2,297-584-0918. www.con- 
vetaruba.com, convet@ 
setarnet.aw 
Animal Care Clinic 
Paradera 177 A, Tel.: 297- 
582-8382, www.acc-aruba. 
com, info@acc-aruba. 
com. Veterinaire Kliniek 
& Pension, Wayaca 128 
O'Stad, also clinics in Noord 
& San Nicholas, Tel.: 297- 
582-1720, www.arubavets. 
com, info@arubavets.com 
/ vkw@setarnet.aw.Q 
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Attractive Rates 
Free Pick-Up 
Fast & Friendly Service 
Free Road Map 



Call us for FREE Pick-Up: 


Hyatt Regency Aruba honors “The Best of the Best” for 2012! 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
during a lively party done 
“Fiesta Mexicana-Style,” 
the Hyatt Regency Aruba 
announced their top As¬ 
sociates, Managers and 
Supervisors for 2012. While 
all of the employees of the 
Hyatt Regency Aruba are 
outstanding in every way, 
each year there are those 
who stand out among their 


colleagues. For 2012, it was 
no easy decision for Hyatt 
Regency Aruba's General 
Manager Fred Hoffmann to 
narrow down the winners, 
but those who took home 
the honors were: Hubert 
Perez, a sixteen-year vet¬ 
eran at the Hyatt Regen¬ 
cy Aruba, who took the 
honor of Associate of the 
Year 2012 out of 194 candi¬ 


dates; and out of another 
pool of 40 excellent candi¬ 
dates, Carily Yarzagaray, 
ten years with the Hyatt Re¬ 
gency Aruba, won Supervi¬ 
sor of the Year 2012 for the 
Hotel Division; Jovino Wolf, 
also with sixteen years at 
the Hyatt Regency Aruba, 
won Supervisor of the Year 
2012 for the Casino Division; 
and Casino Slot Supervisor 
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Jeffrey Croes, celebrating and to all of the Associates, 
ten years of service with Managers and Supervisors 
the Hyatt Regency Aruba who are the engine behind 
was also honored! Con- the Hyatt Regency Aruba’s 
gratulations to the winners everlasting successO 
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Jay and Mary Hardiman honored at Manchebo Resort 



MANCHEBO BEACH - Recently the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very loyal and friendly couple, as 
Ambassadors of Goodwill at the Manchebo 
Beach Resort. The symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation to guests who visit 


Aruba for 20-or-more consecutive years. The 
honorees were Jay and Mary Hardiman from 
Waltham, Massachusetts. Jay and Mary love 
Aruba very much because of the friendly 
people of Aruba, especially the friendly staff of 
the Manchebo Resort. 

They also love the beaches, the beautiful 


weather, the safety, the relaxing atmosphere 
and lots of memories from the 31 years they 
have been visiting Aruba. The certificate was 
presented by Ernest Giel representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, together with GM Edgar 
Roelofs and staff members of the Manchebo 
Beach Resort. □ 
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Sizzling Caribbean 
Stud Poker at the 
Casino at the 

Radisson 

PALM BEACH - Jeronimos Pefanis won a $ 
4,326 jackpot, when he was dealt a Straight 
Flush this weekend at the Casino at the 
Radisson. Pefanis he is joining the Winner’s 
Hall of Fame at the casino, where players 
such as Ronald Causley - $4,793 jackpot for 
a Straight Flush - have been testing their 
skill and luck recently with great success. 

The Casino at the Radisson makes more 
than just one jackpot available. The Carib¬ 
bean Stud Poker Jackpot currently stands 
on over $40,000, while the Bingo Progres¬ 
sive available to all bingo players each 
Saturday & Sunday boasts $28,832. Aruba’s 
most popular poker room, at the Casino at 
the Radisson offers a Bad Beat Jackpot of 
$52,564.Additionally, In March during Aru¬ 
ba’s Nation Day weekend, the casino will 
be hosting three consecutive bingo mara¬ 
thons, on the 16th, the 17th, and the 18th, 
which is the island's Aruba Dag. Orlando 
Vrolijk on the casino’s marketing team re¬ 
ports that a great number of fun activities 
are scheduled for that holiday weekend, 
and the general public is invited. □ 



Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 





































New York Knicks guard Ja¬ 
son Kidd, right, fouls Miami 
Heat forward LeBron James 
(6) during the second half of 
their NBA basketball game 
at Madison Square Garden in 
New York, Sunday, March 3, 
2013. 

Associated Press 

Heat rally 
past Knicks, 
win 14th 
straight 

BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — LeBron 
James had 29 points, 11 
rebounds and seven assists 
as the Miami Heat tied a 
franchise record with their 
14th straight victory, rally¬ 
ing to beat the New York 
Knicks 99-93 on Sunday. 
Dwyane Wade added 
20 points for the Heat, 
who had to overcome a 
16-point deficit to beat the 
Knicks for the first time in 
three tries this season. Chris 
Bosh bounced back from 
a dismal first half to finish 
with 16 points. 

The defending NBA cham¬ 
pions won their sixth straight 
on the road by controlling 
the final minutes against 
a team that had a pair 
of 20-point victories over 
them this season and 
looked ready to run them 
out of the building again. 


Contionued on page 18 
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Miami Heat forwards LeBron James (6) and Chris Ander¬ 
sen (11) guard New York Knicks forward Carmelo Anthony 
(7) during the second half of their NBA basketball game at 
Madison Square Garden in New York, Sunday, March 3, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Heat Rally 

Continued from page 17 


But James shook off a third- 
quarter leg injury and was 
back in top form by the 
finish, putting it away by 
coming up with a steal and 
throwing down a dunk with 
23 seconds left. 

Carmelo Anthony scored 
32 points for the Knicks, 
who had their three-game 
winning streak snapped. 
Jason Kidd emerged from 
a lengthy slump to finish 
with 14 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and six assists for 
the Knicks. J.R. Smith had 

13 points and 12 rebounds 
but shot 5 of 18 from the 
field. 

The Heat matched their 

14 straight wins during the 
2004-05 season and finally 
beat one of their clos¬ 
est pursuers in the Eastern 
Conference after drop¬ 


ping their first four against 
the Knicks and Indiana 
Pacers. 

James landed awkwardly 
when he was fouled trying 
to catch a lob pass in the 
third quarter and was trying 


to loosen his left knee or leg 
after. He looked fine in the 
closing minutes, making 
key plays on both ends of 
the floor. 

Bosh tied it at 87 and 
Wade’s basket with 4:29 
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gave Miami the lead for 
good. James then blocked 
Tyson Chandler at the rim 
and hustled down the floor 
to put back a Miami miss, 
making it 91-87. 

The Knicks twice were with¬ 
in two, but James scored 
on a drive the second time. 
Bosh followed with a jump¬ 
er for a 97-91 advantage, 
and after two free throws 
by Raymond Felton, James 
ended the Knicks’ final 
hopes when he stepped 
in front of pass headed to¬ 
ward Anthony and broke 
in alone for the slam as An¬ 
thony hung his head near 
halfcourt. 

The Knicks beat Miami here 
by 20 in their season open¬ 
er and won again in Miami 
in early December by 20, 
even while playing without 
Anthony because of a cut 
on his finger that required 
stitches. 

This looked headed for an¬ 
other blowout. 

Kidd missed all 14 3-point 
attempts in the last three 
games and had been in a 
7-for-49 slump behind the 
arc since Feb. 1, finally los¬ 
ing his starting job before 
Friday’s victory at Washing¬ 
ton. 

But he made a 3 early in 


the second quarter, then 
hit three more during a 
20-10 surge that turned Mi¬ 
ami’s one-point lead into 
the Knicks' 49-40 advan¬ 
tage. 

The Knicks then rattled off 
eight in a row late in the 
period, opening a 59-43 
lead on a free throw by 
Iman Shumpert with 36 sec¬ 
onds to go. 

The only concern for the 
Knicks came when Antho¬ 
ny went to the locker room 
before the half ended after 
being hit in the ribs, but was 
back when the second half 
started. 

Kidd would’ve been per¬ 
fect in the period, but was 
credited with a shot at¬ 
tempt when he jumped to 
save a pass that was going 
out of bounds along the 
sideline and just heaved it 
toward the basket in one 
motion. 

The Knicks' two victories 
over the Heat came during 
their 18-5 start, when they 
seemed championship ca¬ 
pable. But they had been 
just 17-15 since, falling into 
a tie for second with Indi¬ 
ana in the East, and were 
being frequently dismissed 
as a serious threat to the 
Heat. 


Suzuki OK after 
traffic accident 


TAMPA, Florida (AP) — 

Yankees outfielder Ichiro 
Suzuki is fine and has no 
soreness one day after be¬ 
ing involved in a traffic ac¬ 
cident. 

Suzuki was on his way home 
after Saturday’s spring 
training game against De¬ 
troit when the accident 
occurred a few miles from 
Steinbrenner Field in Tam¬ 
pa. 

Suzuki said on Sunday his 
SUV was totaled in the ac¬ 
cident. He had a green 
light when he was hit by 
another vehicle in an inter¬ 
section. The driver of the 
second vehicle was cited 
by police. Suzuki says he’s 
grateful that no one was 
hurt in the incident. 

New York manager Joe Gi- 
rardi expects Suzuki to play 
in Tuesday night's game 
against Atlanta. The Yan¬ 
kees are off on Monday. 



New York Yankees' Ichiro 
Suzuki, of Japan, hits a single 
off Toronto Blue Jays' Brandon 
Morrow during the first inning 
of a spring training exhibition 
baseball game, Thursday, 
Feb. 28, 2013, in Tampa, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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Lewis holds on to capture 
HSBC Women’s Champions 


JUSTIN BERGMAN 
Associated Press 
SINGAPORE (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can Stacy Lewis won the 
HSBC Women’s Champi¬ 
ons on Sunday for her sixth 
career LPGA title, over¬ 
coming two bogeys and 
some shaky putting on the 
back nine to hold off South 
Korean Na Yeon Choi. 
Lewis, the 2012 LPGA Play¬ 
er of the Year, shot a 1-un¬ 
der 71 in the final round at 
Sentosa Golf Club to finish 
at 15-under 273, one stroke 
ahead of Choi in second 
place. 

“The last four or five holes, I 
was pretty nervous. I’m not 
going to lie,” Lewis said. “I 
just played hard and put 
my head down and tried 
to make as many putts as 
I could and fortunately I 
came away with the win." 
Choi, who had a 72, was 
runner-up at the $1.4 mil¬ 
lion tournament for the 
second consecutive year. 
She lost to Angela Stanford 
in a four-player playoff last 
year. 

Paula Creamer, hampered 
by a shoulder injury from 
a car accident last week 
in Thailand, briefly held a 
share of the lead early in 
the day, but struggled with 
her putting on the back 
nine and faded to third at 
13-under 275. 

Top-ranked Yani Tseng shot 
a 74 to finish a disappoint¬ 
ing week in a share of 28th 
place. 

Lewis started the day tied 
with Choi atop the lead- 
erboard, but she was able 
to put some distance be¬ 
tween herself and the sec¬ 
ond-ranked South Korean 
with a superb shot on the 
par-5 7th hole. 

After a long drive off the 
tee, Lewis hit a perfectly 
placed, 200-yard shot to¬ 
ward the pin that stopped 
about five inches short of 
going in for an albatross. 
She tapped it in for eagle, 
which put her one clear 
of Choi and two up on 
Creamer. 

“It was probably one of 
the best shots I’ve ever 
hit,” Lewis said. “It had to 
be pretty close. I couldn’t 
really tell from where I was 
but it was perfect.” 


On the back nine, how¬ 
ever, the 28-year-old 
American had to battle 
nerves and a determined 
challenge by Choi to take 
home the trophy. 

Leading by two shots on 
the 15th, Lewis hit her tee 
shot into the water for the 
second time this week and 
slammed her club into the 
turf in frustration. She took a 
bogey on the hole, allow¬ 
ing Choi to pull within one. 
“I hit the fairway (on 15) in 
the practice rounds, but I 
did not hit it on any tourna¬ 
ment day," she said. “I had 
two in the water and two in 
the bunker.” 

“Today I was just glad to 
get out of there with a bo¬ 
gey.” 

Then, on the 17th, Lewis hit 
into the bunker off the tee 
and missed a long par putt 
to card her second bogey 
of the back nine. 

That gave Choi one last 
chance to even the score 
on the 18th, but she pulled 
her birdie putt wide by an 
inch. Lewis exhaled deeply 
after making her own par 
putt for the win. 


“I tried to do my best until 
the last hole,” Choi said. 
“Last year, I finished run¬ 
ner-up, too. I went into the 
playoff and lost. I really 
wanted to win this week." 
Lewis and Choi had their 
putting woes, but it was al¬ 
most worse for the 26-year- 
old Creamer, who was 
aiming for her 10th LPGA 
title.O 


Stacy Lewis of the United States poses with the challenge trophy 
after winning the HSBC Women's Champions golf tournament on 
Sunday, March 3, 2013 in Singapore. 

Associated Press 
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Thompson wins Honda for 1st tour title 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Florida (AP) — On a long, 
hard Sunday at the Honda 
Classic, Michael Thompson 
relied on a superb short 
game to win for the first 
time on the PGA Tour. 
Thompson seized control 
early with a 50-foot ea¬ 
gle putt on the third hole, 
then kept his distance 
with clutch par saves and 
closed with a birdie from 
the bunker. It gave him a 
1-under 69 — one of only 
five rounds under par at 
PGA National — and a 
two-shot win over Geoff 
Ogilvy. 

“This week was magical,” 
Thompson said. “Just had 
a groove and kept feeling 
it.” 

It was a big week for Ogil¬ 
vy, too. 

The former U.S. Open 
champion had plunged 
to No. 79 in the world rank¬ 
ing and already missed the 
Match Play Championship. 
He was prepared for an¬ 
other week off next week 
until putting together four 
solid rounds. 

He chipped in from behind 
the 16th green for birdie 
and two-putted for birdie 
on the 18th for a 69. The 
runner-up finish moves him 
into the top 50 (No. 47) and 
gets him into the World Golf 
Championship at Doral. 
Luke Guthrie, tied with 
Thompson for the 54-hole 
lead, fell behind with a bo¬ 
gey on the second hole 
and closed with a 73 to fin¬ 
ish third. 

Tiger Woods was never in 
the picture. 

He started the final round 
eight shots behind, and 
whatever hopes he had of 
a rally ended on the sixth 
hole when he hit his drive 
so far to the right that the 
ball was never found. 
Woods took double bo¬ 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Florida (AP) — Jack Nick- 
laus says there's no reason 
to be alarmed: Rory Mcllroy 
is probably frustrated with 
his game and his adjust¬ 
ment to new equipment. 
Mcllroy, the No. 1 player in 
the world and defending 
champion at the Honda 
Classic, caused a stir this 
week when he walked off 
the course after eight holes 
at PGA National when he 
was 7 over for the second 
round. He told reporters he 
was “not in a good place 
mentally,” and an hour 
later issued a statement at¬ 
tributing his withdrawal to a 
sore wisdom tooth. 

He signed with Nike dur¬ 


ing the offseason. In three 
starts this year, Mcllroy 
has missed the cut, lost in 
the opening round of the 
Match Play Champion¬ 
ship and withdrew from 
the Honda Classic after 26 
holes. 

“Rory is so talented,” Nick- 
laus said during a visit to 
the NBC Sports booth at 
the Honda Classic. “He’s a 
good kid. 

I think he's a little frus¬ 
trated, and he's frustrated 
at himself right now. He's 
probably not playing his 
best, and he also has a set 
of golf clubs that he’s hav¬ 
ing trouble getting used 
to, and one sort of plays 
off the other. He’ll be fine. 
When Augusta rolls around, 
he’ll be fine.” 


gey, and only an eagle 
on the final hole kept the 
damage to a minimum. 
He closed with a 74 — his 
first time since the Masters 
last year that he failed to 
break par in any round of a 
72-hole tournament — and 
tied for 37th. 

It was the second straight 
year Woods closed with 
an eagle at PGA National 
— the difference was last 
year, it gave him a 62 and 
a tie for second. 

“I passed 62 somewhere 
around 12,” Woods said. 
Despite a bogey on the 
final hole, Erik Compton 
had a 70 and was part of 
the five-way tie for fourth. 
Compton, who already has 
had two heart transplants, 
earned his first top-10 finish 
on the PGA Tour. 
Thompson, who finished 
at 9-under 271, had made 
only one cut this year. He 
was solid from the start Sun¬ 
day on another windswept 
day in south Florida, one of 
only three players who shot 


par or better all four rounds. 
“You don’t have to do 
much wrong to be mak¬ 
ing a bogey out there, 
so it's pretty impressive,” 
Ogilvy said of Thompson’s 
final round. “It’s a great ef¬ 
fort, really. As you say by 
the rest of the scores, it’s a 
very hard golf course and 
it seems to get progres¬ 
sively harder in some ways. 
There's a disaster waiting 
everywhere. 

“There’s a lot of golf cours¬ 
es on tour that it might be 
easy to close out a golf 
tournament — or easier — 
but this is not one of them.” 
Thompson dropped only 
one shot on the back nine, 
a three-putt on the 16th 
when he missed from just 
inside 3 feet. He rattled an¬ 
other short par putt in on 
the 17th, and then played 
away from the water on his 
second shot at the par-5 
18th, into a bunker. Once 
his ball stopped rolling 4 
feet from the cup, the tour¬ 
nament was over. 



Michael Thompson kisses his trophy after winning the final round 
of the Honda Classic golf tournament, Sunday, March 3, 2013 in 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Nicklaus says Mcllroy will be fine by Masters 



Rory Mcllroy, of Northern Ireland, watches his tee shot on the 
10th hole during the first round of the Honda Classic golf tourna¬ 
ment, Thursday, Feb. 28, 2013, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Carl Edwards ends long drought at Phoenix 



Carl Edwards gives a fist pump to his pit crew as he walks with the checkered flag after winning 
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race, Sunday, March 3, 2013, in Avondale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


JOHN MARSHALL 
AP Sports Writer 
AVONDALE, Arizona (AP) — 

Carl Edwards pulled away 
on a late start to snap a 70- 
race winless streak Sunday, 
the second long drought 
he's ended at Phoenix In¬ 
ternational Raceway. 
Edwards broke the longest 
slump of his career by win¬ 
ning at Phoenix in 2010. He 
won for the first time since 
Las Vegas in 2011 by lead¬ 
ing the final 78 laps on the 
312-mile race around PIR’s 
odd-shaped oval. 

Coming off a miserable 
week at Daytona, where 
he wrecked five cars, Ed¬ 
wards got a push from de¬ 
fending Sprint Cup cham¬ 
pion Brad Keselowski on 
the restart with two laps 
left. He pulled away to win 
the first non-restrictor-plate 
race with NASCAR’s new 
Gen-6 car. Edwards did 
his celebratory backflip for 
the first time in nearly two 
years, then went into the 
stands to celebrate with 
the fans — just like he did 
after his last win at PIR. 
Daytona 500 winner Jim¬ 
mie Johnson was second 
by inches and Denny Ham¬ 
lin finished third with a bold 
pass on the apron during 
the final lap. Keselowski 
was fourth and Dale Earn¬ 
hardt Jr. ended up fifth. 

The last race at Phoenix, 
in November, set up Kesel¬ 
owski for his first Sprint Cup 
title after Johnson blew a 
tire. It also featured quite a 
sideshow. 

A running feud between 
Clint Bowyer and Jeff Gor¬ 
don boiled over late in the 
race, setting off a brawl 
in the pits and Bowyer on 
a WWE-style dash to Gor¬ 
don's hauler. 

The drivers tried to down¬ 
play the confrontation af¬ 
ter arriving in the desert this 
week, but it's been hard 
to avoid, with video of 


the scrap-and-dash being 
shown all over in promos 
for the race and in replays. 
The only running this time 
was Ryan Newman: across 
the track and away from 
his car after it blew a right- 
front tire for the second 
time in 140 laps. 

Inside his car, Mark Mar¬ 
tin failed in his bid to be¬ 
come the oldest Sprint 
Cup winner. The 54-year- 
old became the second- 
oldest driver to start up 
front in a Sprint Cup car, a 
few months short of Harry 
Gant's mark. Martin led the 
first 49 laps and 26 more 
later on, but couldn’t sus¬ 
tain it in his bid to become 
the oldest Sprint Cup win¬ 
ner, finishing 21st. 

Danica Patrick had a 
rough follow-up to her 
breakthrough week at the 
Daytona 500. 

She became the first wom¬ 
an to win a pole and lead 
green-flag laps during 
NASCAR’s season-opener, 
sending her popularity to a 
new level. 

Patrick couldn't stay with 
the leaders at Phoenix, 
ending her day with one 
of the hardest hits of her 
career. It happened with 
about 100 laps left, when 
the right-front tire on Pat¬ 
rick’s No. 10 Chevrolet 
went down and slammed 
her into the wall. 

Patrick’s car careened 
back into David Ragan, 
flipping her hood over the 
windshield and shredding 
the left front fender as pro¬ 
tective foam from the driv¬ 
er’s side door flew onto the 
track. 

She came to a stop along 
the inside wall with a trail of 
debris covering about half 
the home straightaway be¬ 
hind her. She climbed from 
the car and was quickly 
cleared by the medical 
center. 

“Whenever those right- 


fronts go, they always hit 
hard because you don’t 
broadside, you hit more 
straight on,” said Patrick, 
who finished 39th. “It took 


a hard hit both sides and 
I’m fine, so NASCAR is do¬ 
ing a good job at safety. 
But no real good warning. 
The car wasn't all that tight 


and most of the (problems) 
were in the rear, so there 
was no real vibration that 
told me that was going to 
happen." 
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Carpet-bombing our microbiota: Here’s why we need germs! 


SHARON BEGLEY 
© 2013 The Saturday Eve¬ 
ning Post 

We are vastly, ridiculously, 
hopelessly, humblingly out¬ 
numbered: For every one 
human cell, there are an 
estimated 10 single-cell 
microbes in us or on us, 
at least 100 trillion in all, 
nestled in our guts and in 
our urogenital tracts, lying 
on our skin and happily 
ensconced in our mouths 
and noses - entire civiliza¬ 
tions of fungi and protozoa 
and (mostly) bacteria that 
eat and breathe, evolve 
and reproduce and die. 
Before you reach in hor¬ 
ror for the hand sanitizer or 
industrial-strength mouth¬ 
wash, you might want to 
keep something in mind. 
Our microbial hitchhik¬ 
ers, collectively called the 
“’human microbiota,” play 
a key role in maintaining 
our health. And we disrupt 
them at our peril. 

In an effort to obliterate 
disease-causing microbes 
through antibiotics and 
other anti-microbials - from 
the pills prescribed to the 
meat we eat to the hand- 
sanitizer dispensers every¬ 


© 2013 Good Housekeep¬ 
ing 

When you catch the pro¬ 
verbial 40 winks each night, 
everything improves. 

Your skin becomes firmer 
and better hydrated, so it 
has a youthful glow. Sleep 
enhances memory, so your 
mind stays quick and agile, 
and it reduces inflamma¬ 
tion in the body, helping 
to fight age-accelerating 
conditions such as wrinkles, 
heart disease, diabetes, 
and arthritis. Most people 
need from six to eight hours 
of sleep. Find out what 
works for you and then 
try to consistently hit that 
mark. To enjoy a nightly 
age-defying snooze, try 
to develop better before¬ 
bed habits. 

- Stick to a schedule It will 
be easier for you to fall 
asleep at night if you turn 
in and wake up at the 
same time every day. If 
you occasionally miss your 
bedtime during the week, 
you can use the weekend 


where you look - we are 
carpet-bombing our mi¬ 
crobiota. And that war on 
germs has taken a toll on 
beneficial bugs, too. 

For example, the bacte¬ 
rium Helicobacter pylori, 
which causes ulcers and is 



Featured are typical staff 
germs found under human 
fingernails, as seen under a 
microscope. 

(Handout Photo) 

linked to stomach cancers, 
was once in almost every¬ 
one's gut. It is now found 
in just 6 percent of U.S. chil¬ 
dren, Science magazine 
reported in 2011, probably 
due to the widespread use 
of anti-microbials. 

That should mean fewer 


to catch up, but you'll feel 
most rested if you keep the 
same hours nightly. 

- Log off: That little charg¬ 
ing light emitted by com¬ 
puters, mobile phones, 
answering machines, and 
PDAs is enough to suppress 
melatonin, the sleepiness 
hormone, so try to end 
screen time at least an 
hour before bedtime. Keep 
ambient light low, too, and 
don’t watch TV in bed. Turn 
off appliance lights (face 
your alarm clock away 
from you; charge other 
devices in another room), 
and invest in a sleep mask 
or even blackout curtains if 
streetlights are visible. 

- Eat earlier: Stop eating 
one to two hours before 
bedtime. The digestion 
process increases blood 
flow to the digestive tract 
and makes it difficult to stay 
asleep. The one exception: 
If you’re having trouble 
drifting off, a light combo 
of protein and carbs may 
help. Carbohydrates help 


ulcers, but there’s a dark 
lining to that silver cloud: 
H. pylori may ward off asth¬ 
ma. To study this, scientists 
infected half of a colony 
of mice with the bacte¬ 
ria and left the other half 
germ-free. They showered 
the entire colony with dust 
mites and other allergens. 
Mice with H. pylori were 
fine; those without the 
bacteria suffered airway 
inflammation, the hallmark 
of asthma. 

It isn’t just asthma. The list of 
illnesses linked to the popu¬ 
lation of microbes in our 
bodies seems to get longer 
every month, but here’s a 
quick tour. 

— Chronic sinusitis. Scien¬ 
tists led by Susan Lynch of 
the University of California, 
San Francisco, reported 
the nasal microbiota of 
chronic rhinosinusitis (CRS) 
patients had low levels 
of good-for-you bacteria 
and abnormally high levels 
of not-so-good bacteria. 
When the scientists repli¬ 
cated the microbiota of 
CRS patients in mice, the 
animals developed sinus¬ 
itis. Transplanting the good 


your brain use tryptophan, 
an amino acid that causes 
sleepiness. And proteins 
help your body build tryp¬ 
tophan. Snack on peanut 
butter on toast or low-fat 
cheese and crackers. 


- Wind down: The more 
active your mind, the less 
shut-eye you'll get. Give 
yourself time in the eve¬ 
ning to relax, even if that 
means you have to set a 
cut-off time of 7 or 8 p.m. 


bug into mice inhibited the 
growth of sinusitis-causing 
bacteria and prevented 
infection. 

— Excessive appetite. H. 

pylori - of ulcer-causing 
fame - regulate the stom¬ 
ach's production of ghre- 
lin, an appetite-stimulating 
hormone. Several labs 
have found that people 
whose stomachs harbor 
more H. pylori have less 
ghrelin and thus less hun¬ 
ger; conversely, fewer H. 
pylori means more ghrelin 
and greater likelihood of 
overeating. 

— Autoimmune diseases. 

The microbes in your gut 
play a role in regulating 
your immune system and 
therefore autoimmune 
diseases such as rheuma¬ 
toid arthritis and Crohn’s, 
researchers at the Mayo 
Clinic and elsewhere have 
found. One powerful gut 
bacterium has anti-inflam¬ 
matory properties, protect¬ 
ing against recurrence of 
Crohn’s disease. More gen¬ 
erally, the immune system 
seems to consider some 
gut microbes dangerous 


for e-mails and household- 
chores. 

- Count blessings, not 
sheep; In a British study, 
survey respondents who 
scored highest in gratitude 
slept longer than less ap¬ 


preciative participants. 
The quality of their sleep 
was also better. Take a few 
minutes each day to men¬ 
tally savor the things, large 
or small, that you're thank¬ 
ful for.Q 


invaders, unleashing an at¬ 
tack that produces the in¬ 
flammation characteristic 
of arthritis and Crohn’s. 

— Atherosclerosis. Patients 
with this disease charac¬ 
terized by hardening of 
the arteries had different 
types of gut bacteria than 
healthy people, scientists 
reported in Nature Com¬ 
munications last Decem¬ 
ber. In particular, athero¬ 
sclerosis patients’ gut bac¬ 
teria had fewer genes for 
the production of natural 
antioxidants linked to heart 
health; patients therefore 
had less of these antioxi¬ 
dants in their blood. 

— Obesity. The field of mi¬ 
crobiota and health took 
off in 2006, when scientists 
led by Jeffrey Gordon of 
Washington University in St. 
Louis transferred gut bac¬ 
teria from obese mice into 
thin ones. The thin mice ate 
no more than they used to, 
but they quickly started 
gaining weight. "Some 
microbes change how ef¬ 
ficiently we metabolize 
food,” explains biologist 
Rob Knight of the University 
of Colorado, who studies 
the genetics of the micro¬ 
biota, called the microbi- 
ome. 

The National Institutes of 
Health launched the Hu¬ 
man Microbiome Project 
to study the role the mi¬ 
crobiome plays in health 
and disease. Based on 
samples from 242 healthy 
18- to 40-year-olds, the 
scientists announced the 
microbiome consists of 
some 8 million functional 
genes, or 360 times as 
many genes as those in our 
own DNA. "It's like a sec¬ 
ond genome,” says Colo¬ 
rado's Knight, one of the 
project scientists. Where all 
this leaves someone who 
wants to cultivate healthy 
microbiota is only starting 
to become clear. Until sci¬ 
entists can give us the rec¬ 
ipe for healthy microbiota, 
experts say it pays to heed 
the advice of mainstream 
medical groups, which rec¬ 
ommend restricting the use 
of antibiotics to only must- 
have circumstances, not 
every cough and sniffle. 
Consider buying antibiotic- 
free meat. □ 


Stress Less: Get Your Beauty Sleep 





‘Beauty sleep’ is not just an expression, but a physiological 
reality. (Handout Photo) 
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The Pros And Cons Of College Financial Aid 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

The decision by Grinnell 
College to continue - for 
now - to admit students 
regardless of their ability to 
pay raises a question that 
more and more parents 
are asking: How much 
does your financial situa¬ 
tion matter in getting your 
children into college? 
Parents have long used 
their wealth to try to sway 
admissions officers, of 
course. But that doesn't al¬ 
ways work. And it isn't nec¬ 
essarily true that a needier 
student is passed up. 

“The misperception is 
schools first look at all 
the kids who can pay full 
freight and then look at the 
kids who are left over,” said 
Kalman A. Chany, a finan¬ 
cial aid consultant in New 
York and author of “Paying 
for College Without Going 
Broke." “Parents like to use 
this as an excuse. They'll 
say that if my kid didn’t 
have to apply for aid, he'd 
get in. It’s overblown. It’s a 
rationalization.” 

Still, the vote by the board 
of trustees at Grinnell, a lib¬ 
eral arts college in Iowa, 
reflects a broader trend 
in financial aid. The col¬ 
lege counselors I spoke to 
this week said the majority 
of colleges had already 
downgraded their policies 
to “need aware” - mean¬ 
ing that the colleges ac¬ 
cept most of their students 
without looking at their 
need for aid but will con¬ 
sider financial need for 
some percentage of the 
applicants. Others are al¬ 
ready considering a par¬ 
ent’s ability to pay in many 
of their admissions deci¬ 
sions. 

These counselors also 


said that parents and, by 
extension, their children 
should start thinking strate¬ 
gically about what finan¬ 
cial aid they might receive. 
This includes being realistic 
about how desirable their 
children are to top colleg¬ 
es since they may receive 


more aid from a less presti¬ 
gious college. 

Grinnell is among a select 
group of colleges to be 
both need-blind in admis¬ 
sions and able to meet 100 
percent of that need for 
admitted students. But it 
is typical of most colleges 
that reported a drop in 
their endowments in 2008. 
Grinnell’s endowment is 
now $1.5 billion, down from 
$1.7 billion in 2008, and, the 
college has pointed out, it 
relies on the endowment 
for 50 percent of its operat¬ 
ing budget. 

“Grinnell is pretty unusual to 
be need-blind and to meet 


100 percent of the need,” 
said Jon W. Tarrant, a certi¬ 
fied educational planner in 
Carlisle, Pa. “Most colleges 
can’t afford to be need- 
blind." 

There is an argument, too, 
that need-blind admissions 
policies have not created 


greater socioeconomic di¬ 
versity on campuses. 

“One of the ways colleges 
are need-blind is they are 
quite literally blind to the 
neediest students and the 
conditions they're coming 
from," said Shamus Khan, 
an associate professor of 
sociology at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity and the author of 
“Privilege: The Making of 
an Adolescent Elite at St. 
Paul’s School.” 

“Think about parents who 
invest $50,000 a year or 
more in their kids," Khan 
said. “You could be looking 
at $1 million in investments 
in a kid over 18 years. What 


need-blind does is com¬ 
pare those students to ev¬ 
ery other kid who didn’t 
get that." 

Still, any talk about chang¬ 
ing the way parents' finan¬ 
cial situations are factored 
into their children’s admis¬ 
sions prospects plays into 


worries about ever-increas¬ 
ing college tuition bills. 
A study last year by The 
Princeton Review found 
that most students and 
their parents said financial 
aid was either extremely or 
very necessary for them to 
go to college. 

\“lt will be obvious be¬ 
cause they didn’t file a fi¬ 
nancial aid form,” Belinda 
Stern, an education con¬ 
sultant on Mercer Island, 
Wash., said. “Some people 
are a little more brazen 
and want to make it clear 
to the college that they 
are willing to pay the full 
ride and come right out 
and say it.” 

A student she counseled 
was admitted to a presti¬ 
gious college and its busi¬ 
ness program because 
his father owned a sports 
team. But Chany, the fi¬ 
nancial aid consultant in 
New York, said he knew of 
families who had donat¬ 
ed seven figures and their 
child still did not get in. 


Continued on page 27 



Belinda Stern, an education consultant, in her office on Mercer Island, Wash. Stern said that ad¬ 
missions officials can usually figure out fairly quickly who needs aid and who doesn't. 

(Stuart Isett/The New York Times) 
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Bernanke reiterates stance on Fed’s rate policies 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Chairman Ben Bernanke 
is standing by the Federal 
Reserve's low-interest-rate 
policies, cautioning that 
any move to raise rates 
prematurely could derail 
a still-modest economic 
recovery. Bernanke also 
sought to calm fears that 
super-low rates risk igniting 
inflation or rattling inves¬ 
tors, during a speech this 
weekend in San Francisco 
to an economic confer¬ 
ence sponsored by the 
San Francisco Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank. The central 
bank's low-rate policies 
are intended to encour¬ 
age borrowing and spend¬ 
ing to boost the economy. 
Higher rates would make 
borrowing more expensive. 
Bernanke said the Fed’s 
policies mirror what other 
central banks around the 
world are doing. 
“Long-term interest rates in 
the major industrial coun¬ 
tries are low for a good 
reason: Inflation is low and 
stable and, given expec- 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Nebraska (AP) — 

Warren Buffett’s company 
reported a 49 percent 
surge in fourth-quarter prof¬ 
it because of a big paper 
gain on its investments and 
derivative contracts, but 
the investor called the year 
“subpar" as Berkshire's re¬ 
sults lagged the S&P 500. 
Buffett recounted the 
fourth quarter and Berk¬ 
shire Hathaway’s 2012 per¬ 
formance late last week in 
his annual letter to share¬ 
holders. 

The Omaha-based com¬ 
pany reported $4.55 billion 
net income, or $2,757 per 
Class A share, in the fourth 
quarter on $44.72 billion 
revenue. That's up from 
$3.05 billion net income, or 
$1,846 per share, on $37.96 
billion revenue the year 
before. 

Jeff Matthews, who wrote 
“Warren Buffett’s Succes¬ 
sor: Who It Is and Why It 
Matters," said there were 
few surprises in Buffett's an¬ 
nual report because the 


tations of weak growth, 
expected real short rates 
are low," he said. “Prema¬ 
ture rate increases would 
carry a high risk of short-cir¬ 
cuiting the recovery, pos¬ 
sibly leading — ironically 
enough — to an even lon¬ 
ger period of low long-term 
rates,” he said. 


His comments amplified 
testimony he gave to Con¬ 
gress this week. 

Critics, including some Fed 
regional bank presidents, 


company is doing well. 

“I thought it was pretty 
boring, and that’s good 
news,” Matthews said. 

The paper value of Berk¬ 
shire’s investments and 
derivatives soared to $1.7 


billion in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, up from $382 million 
the year before. Buffett 
has said Berkshire’s invest¬ 
ment and derivative gains 
or losses can be mislead¬ 
ing because the company 
rarely sells its investments. 


have expressed concerns 
that the Fed may be raising 
the risk of inflation through 
its purchases of Treasury 
bonds and mortgage- 
backed securities. 

As he did in his appear¬ 
ance before House and 
Senate committees this 
week, Bernanke sought to 


provide reassurance that 
the central bank is closely 
monitoring developments 
in financial markets to 
guard against such risks. 


and the derivatives don’t 
mature until about eight 
years from now. 

Buffett says Berkshire’s op¬ 
erating earnings, which ex¬ 
clude the value of deriva¬ 
tives and investments, are 


a better measure of per¬ 
formance. They improved 
5.5 percent to $2.8 billion in 
the quarter. 

The biggest improvement 
in Berkshire's operating 
businesses came in its insur¬ 
ance unit, which posted an 


He said 2010 financial 
regulatory overhaul has 
forced banks to boost the 
required capital on hand 
to cushion against losses. 
The Fed also conducts an¬ 
nual stress tests to make 
sure that the nation’s larg¬ 
est financial institutions 
have sufficient resources to 
survive adverse economic 
conditions, he said. 

“We pay special atten¬ 
tion to developments at 
the largest, most complex 
financial firms, making use 
of information gathered in 
our supervision of the insti¬ 
tutions,” Bernanke said. 
During a question period 
after his speech, Bernanke 
was asked what he be¬ 
lieved were the most signif¬ 
icant lessons learned from 
the financial crisis. Prior to 
serving as Fed chairman, 
Bernanke had been a col¬ 
lege professor at Princeton 
who researched mistakes 
made by the Federal Re¬ 
serve during the Great 
Depression. Bernanke said 
there was a need for bet¬ 
ter oversight of the finan¬ 
cial system.Q 


underwriting loss $19 million 
in the fourth quarter versus 
the previous year’s $107 
million underwriting loss. 
Buffett praised Berkshire’s 
insurance managers at 
Geico, General Reinsur¬ 
ance and other com¬ 
panies for increasing the 
amount of money Berkshire 
gets to invest in exchange 
for writing insurance to 
$73billion. 

“Our insurance opera¬ 
tions shot the lights out last 
year,” Buffett said. 
Altogether Berkshire’s five 
most-profitable non-insur¬ 
ance businesses contrib¬ 
uted $10.1 billion of pre-tax 
earnings. 

Berkshire owns roughly 80 
subsidiaries, including rail¬ 
road, clothing, furniture 
and jewelry firms. Its insur¬ 
ance and utility businesses 
typically account for more 
than half of the company’s 
net income. The Omaha, 
Neb., company also has 
major investments in such 
companies as Coca-Cola 
Co., IBM and Wells Fargo & 
Co.Q 


Casino corp. 
admits likely 
violation of 
bribery law 

MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ 
© 2013 New York Times 

Las Vegas Sands Corp., 
an international gambling 
empire controlled by bil¬ 
lionaire Sheldon G. Adel- 
son, has informed the Se¬ 
curity and Exchange Com¬ 
mission that it likely violated 
a federal law against brib¬ 
ing foreign officials. 

In its annual regulatory re¬ 
port published by the com¬ 
mission, Sands reported 
that its audit committee 
and independent accoun¬ 
tants had determined that 
“there were likely violations 
of the books and records 
and internal controls provi¬ 
sions” of the Foreign Cor¬ 
rupt Practices Act. 

The disclosure comes amid 
an investigation by the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission as well as the 
Department of Justice and 
the FBI into the company's 
business activities in China. 
It is the company’s first 
public acknowledgment 
of possible wrongdoing. 
Ron Reese, a spokesman 
for Sands, declined to 
comment further. 

In its filing, Sands said it did 
not believe the findings 
would have material im¬ 
pact on its financial state¬ 
ments, or that they war¬ 
ranted revisions in its past 
statements. The company 
said it was too early to de¬ 
termine whether the inves¬ 
tigation would result in any 
losses. “The company is 
cooperating with all inves¬ 
tigations,” the statement 
said. 

Sands' activities in China 
came under the scrutiny of 
federal investigators after 
2010 when Steven C. Ja¬ 
cobs, former president of 
the company’s operations 
in Macau, filed a wrong¬ 
ful-termination lawsuit in 
which he charged that he 
had been pressured to ex¬ 
ercise improper leverage 
against government offi¬ 
cials. He also accused the 
company of turning a blind 
eye toward Chinese orga¬ 
nized crime figures operat¬ 
ing in its casinosO 


Buffett firm’s 4Q up 49% on paper gains 



Senate Banking Committee Chairman, Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., 
left, shakes hands with Federal Reserve Board Chairman Ben 
Bernanke, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 



Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, of Berkshire Hathaway, Inc., 
at the Allen & Company Sun Valley Conference in Sun Valley, 
Idaho. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 
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The risky business behind the minimum wage 


CHRISTINA D. ROMER 
© 2013 New York Times 

Raising the minimum wage, 
as President Barack Obama 
proposed in his State of the 
Union address, tends to be 
more popular with the gen¬ 
eral public than with econ¬ 
omists. 

I don’t believe that’s be¬ 
cause economists care less 
about the plight of the poor 
- many economists are 
perfectly nice people who 
care deeply about pov¬ 
erty and income inequality. 
Rather, economic analy¬ 
sis raises questions about 
whether a higher minimum 
wage will achieve better 
outcomes for the economy 
and reduce poverty. 

First, what’s the argument 
for having a minimum 
wage at all? Many of my 
students assume that gov¬ 
ernment protection is the 
only thing ensuring decent 
wages for most American 
workers. But basic econom¬ 
ics shows that competition 
between employers for 
workers can be very ef¬ 
fective at preventing busi¬ 
nesses from misbehaving. If 
every other store in town is 
paying workers $9 an hour, 
one offering $8 will find it 
hard to hire anyone - per¬ 
haps not when unemploy¬ 
ment is high, but certainly 
in normal times. Robust 
competition is a power¬ 
ful force helping to ensure 
that workers are paid what 
they contribute to their em¬ 
ployers' bottom lines. 

One argument for a mini¬ 


mum wage is that there 
sometimes isn’t enough 
competition among em¬ 
ployers. In our nation’s his¬ 
tory, there have been com¬ 
pany towns where one em¬ 
ployer truly dominated the 
local economy. As a result, 
that employer could affect 
the going wage for the en¬ 
tire area. In such a situa¬ 
tion, a minimum wage can 
not only make workers bet¬ 
ter off but can also lead to 
more efficient levels of pro¬ 
duction and employment. 
But I suspect that few peo¬ 
ple, including economists, 
find this argument com¬ 
pelling today. Company 
towns are largely a thing 
of the past in this country; 
even Wal-Mart Stores, the 
nation’s largest employer, 
faces substantial compe¬ 
tition for workers in most 
places. Instead, most ar¬ 
guments for insfifuting or 
raising a minimum wage 
are based on fairness and 
redistribution. Even if work¬ 
ers are getting a competi¬ 
tive wage, many of us are 
deeply disturbed that some 
hard-working families still 
have very little. Though a 
desire to help the poor is 
largely a moral issue, eco¬ 
nomics can help us think 
about how successful a 
higher minimum wage 
would be af reducing pov¬ 
erty. 

An important issue is who 
benefits. When the mini¬ 
mum wage rises, is income 
redistributed primarily to 
poor families, or do many 


families higher up the in¬ 
come ladder benefit as 
well? 

It is true, as conservative 
commentators often point 
out, that some minimum- 
wage workers are middle- 
class teenagers or second¬ 


ary earners in fairly well-off 
households. But the avail¬ 
able data suggest that 
roughly half the workers 
likely to be affected by 
the $9-an-hour level pro¬ 
posed by the president are 
in families earning less than 
$40,000 a year. So while 
raising the minimum wage 
from fhe current $7.25 an 
hour may not be particu¬ 
larly well targeted as an 
anti-poverty proposal, it’s 
not badly targeted, either. 
By raising the reward for 


working, this tax credit also 
tends to increase the sup¬ 
ply of labor. And fhat puts 
downward pressure on 
wages. As a result, some 
of the benefits go to busi¬ 
nesses, as would be the 
case with any wage subsi¬ 


dy. Though this mutes some 
of the direct redistributive 
value of fhe program - par¬ 
ticularly if there’s no con¬ 
straining minimum wage - it 
also tends to increase em¬ 
ployment. And a job may 
ultimately be the most valu¬ 
able thing for a family strug¬ 
gling to escape poverty. 
What about the macro- 
economic argument that is 
sometimes made for raising 
the minimum wage? Poor¬ 
er people typically spend 
a larger fraction of their in¬ 


come than more affluent 
people. So if an increase 
in the minimum wage suc¬ 
cessfully redistribufed some 
income fo the poor, it could 
increase overall consumer 
spending - which could 
stimulate employment and 
output growth. 

All of this is true, but the ef¬ 
fects would probably be 
small. The president’s pro¬ 
posal would raise annual 
income by $3,500 for a full¬ 
time minimum-wage work¬ 
er. A recent analysis found 
that 13 million workers earn 
less than $9 an hour. If fhey 
were all working full fime 
af fhe current minimum 
- and a majority are not - 
the income increase from 
the higher minimum wage 
would be only about $50 
billion. 

Even assuming that all of 
that higher income was re¬ 
distributed from the wealth¬ 
iest families, the difference 
in spending behavior be¬ 
tween low-income and 
high-income consumers is 
likely to translate into only 
about an additional $10 
billion to $20 billion in con¬ 
sumer purchases. That’s not 
much in a $15 trillion econ¬ 
omy. 

So where does all of this 
leave us? The economics 
of fhe minimum wage are 
complicafed, and if’s far 
from obvious what an in¬ 
crease would accomplish. 
If a higher minimum wage 
were the only anti-poverty 
initiative available, I would 
support itO 



Raising the minimum wage, as President Barack Obama pro¬ 
posed in his 2013 State of the Union address, tends to be more 
popular with the general public than with economists. 

(Mark Allen Miller/The New York Times) 
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Difficulty Level ★ 3/04 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Suez or Erie 
6 _ in; wearing 
10 In this place 

14 Maui greeting 

15 Nurse’s 
assistant 

16 Quiz 

17 Tijuana dollars 

18 Midday 

19 S, M, Lor XL 

20 Elbow grease 
22 Clothier 

24 _ with; 
support 

25 Proficiency 

26 Tranquil 

29 Mea^; guilty 
one’s phrase 

30 Maria” 

31 Strong winds 
33 Obstacles 

37 Toward the _; 
astern 

39 Allowed by law 

41 Threesome 

42 Colorado resort 
44 More pleasant 

46 Ailing 

47 Dromedary 
49 “Hark! The_ 

Angels Sing" 

51 Eight-armed 
sea creature 

54 Give up, as 
land 

55 Chauffeur 

56 Det, Holmes of 
fiction 

60 Knighted lady 

61 Huge continent 

63 Bird of prey 

64 At any time 

65 Four-_clover 

66 Go off track 

67 Ruby & scarlet 

68 Identical 

69 Appears 

DOWN 

1 Cloak 

2 Cord or Trebek 

3 Front part of a 
plane 

4 “I’m so hungry I 
could eat _!” 

5 Enduring 

6 Narrow boat 
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7 Detroit football 
player 

8 Hubbub 

9 _ hygienist; 
teeth cleaner 

10 Faltering; 
uncertain 

11 Banishment 

12 Gillette product 

13 _ board; nail¬ 
filing implement 

21 Just right 

23 Biting vipers 

25 Rock ’n’ roll or 
jazz 

26 _ Lee; frozen 
dessert brand 

27 12/24 & 12/31 

28 Gather crops 

29 _ B. DeMille 

32 Read between 

the_ 

34 Opera solo 

35 Fish’s 
breathing organ 

36 Auctioneer’s 
shout 

38 Gets well 

40 Giggle 
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43 Back of the 53 Two-_; 

neck betrayed 

45 Make up for, as 54 Make raw by 
a wrong rubbing 

48 Wall paintings 56 Thailand, once 

50 _to; feel a 57 Meanie 

kinship with 58 _ chowder 

51 More bizarre 59 Door openers 

52 Desire greatly 62 Body of water 
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College 
Financial Aid 

Continued from page 23 


“At some schools, there are 
development cases,” he 
said, using the industry term 
for likely donor. “But they 
compete against their own 
subcategory of students 
the way athletes compete 
against athletes.” 

That is not to say the abil¬ 
ity to pay does not work to 
students' advantage. Tar¬ 
rant said many colleges 
were trying to attract inter¬ 
national students for bud¬ 
getary reasons. 

“They get both internation¬ 
al diversity and full pay,” he 
said. 

Out-of-state students ap¬ 
plying to state universities 
are in a similar situation be¬ 
cause their tuition will be 
much higher than that of 
residents. Stern said. And 
the universities may use 
merit aid to attract them, 
knowing that even if these 
students get aid of $5,000 
or more, they will still be 
paying more than their in¬ 
state counterparts. 

Where the advantage of 
wealth may seem unfair is 
for students who are mar¬ 
ginal for a particular col¬ 
lege and need a lot of fi¬ 
nancial aid. 

They might not be admit¬ 
ted over a similarly margin¬ 
al student whose parents 
can pay. 

This feeds into why some 
parents who could qualify 
for some aid think they will 
give their children a leg up 


by not ticking the box that 
says they want to be con¬ 
sidered for it. One coun¬ 
selor who asked not to be 
named said she sometimes 
asked parents if they could 
afford to pay for the first 
year and apply for aid af¬ 
ter that. 

But this kind of strategy 
ultimately creates an un¬ 
tenable situation. What 
if they don’t get aid the 
next year? Do they take 
on huge amounts of debt? 
Does the student transfer? 
“You have to think long 
and hard about how long 
you can pay full freight," 
said Susan Beacham, chief 
executive of Money Savvy 
Generation, a consultant, 
who lives in Illinois. 
Beacham said she and 
her husband told their two 
daughters that they would 
not pay more than $40,000 
a year for college for them. 
One is at Miami University 
of Ohio, which costs just 
under $40,000 for out-of- 
state students. 

The other had wanted to 
go to New York University 
- at nearly $60,000 - but 
went to the University of 
South Carolina instead, 
where the price tag is also 
about $40,000. Next year, 
she is transferring to the 
University of Illinois, where 
she will get in-state tuition. 
“It is such an emotional is¬ 
sue," Beacham said. “It's 
your child’s happiness. But 
your child's happiness can¬ 
not be bought.” 

But many parents still want 
to be able to send their 
children to the best col¬ 
lege they get into. □ 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 


FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

199015 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV-$49k 

GOLD Season 

OS$10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2BOV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concierqerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 



CUIDA B0 01 DO 


FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 
2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: iwhelan99@sbcalobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 
on Island till march 2nd 

199003 

FOR SALE 

Occidental Grand Aruba 

Fixed week 8 
mandatory all inclusive 
one bedroom 2 bath 
$16,000 

Call mary at 565-8713 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 
Licensed Realtor 

199004 

FOR RENT 

Tropicana week 8 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, pool side 
sun. 2/24 - sun. 3/3 $700.00 
Aruba Cell: 745-5246 

E-mail: iceprincess3754@yahoo. 

198746 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 bedroom Platinum season 

$ 20,000 

call mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198537 


FOR RENT or SALE 

Divi Golf Links 

wk 6,7 (president’s wk) 

& 8 Studio, 1 bd, 2 bd or 3 bd 
overlooking Infinity Pool 
starting at $1100 per wk 
e-mail: emac16@aol.com 
Ph: 732-580-5828 

198862 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 

Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 

198863 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

wk#9-1209 
$11,500 Tel. 565-4573 

198884 

FOR RENT 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Best room & view in Aruba! 
Featuring Sweeping ocean views 
2 floor, weeks 7 

Presidents week 2014 for $6300 
& week 8 2014 for $5500 
E-mail: mccarinosa@gmail.com 
Ph: 732-580-5928 

198871 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

A | , Oranjestad 
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SB 


A 

Kf % 

POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 


O'STAD dej PuebJo Te 1 : 582-1253 


S NICOLAS Aloe Tel: 584-4606 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Mar. 4 


Horizon 


Coral Princess 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetric Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Teh 583-8989 _ 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Teh 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Scientists say baby born with HIV apparently cured 


LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

baby born with the AIDS 
virus appears to have 
been cured, scientists an¬ 
nounced Sunday, describ¬ 
ing the case of a child 
from Mississippi who’s now 
T/i years old and has been 
off medication for about a 
year with no signs of infec¬ 
tion. 

There’s no guarantee the 
child will remain healthy, 
although sophisticated 
testing uncovered just 
traces of the virus' genet¬ 
ic material still lingering. If 
so, it would mark only the 
world’s second reported 
cure. 

Specialists say Sunday’s 


many babies are born with 
the virus. 

“You could call this about 
as close to a cure, if not a 
cure, that we've seen," Dr. 
Anthony Fauci of the Na¬ 
tional Institutes of Health, 
who is familiar with the find¬ 
ings, told The Associated 
Press. 

A doctor gave this baby 
faster and stronger treat¬ 
ment than is usual, starting 
a three-drug infusion within 
30 hours of birth. That was 
before tests confirmed 
the infant was infected 
and not just at risk from a 
mother whose HIV wasn't 
diagnosed until she was in 
labor. 

“I just felt like this baby was 
at higher-than-normal risk, 



This image released by the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center shows Dr. Hannah Gay, a pediatric HIV specialist at the 
University of Mississippi, Friday, March 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 


announcement, at a ma¬ 
jor AIDS meeting in Atlan¬ 
ta, offers promising clues 
for efforts to eliminate HIV 
infection in children, espe¬ 
cially in AIDS-plagued Af¬ 
rican countries where too 


and deserved our best 
shot,” Dr. Hannah Gay, a 
pediatric HIV specialist at 
the University of Mississippi, 
said in an interview. 

That fast action apparently 
knocked out HIV in the ba¬ 
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by’s blood before it could 
form hideouts in the body. 
Those so-called reservoirs 
of dormant cells usually 
rapidly reinfect anyone 
who stops medication, 
said Dr. Deborah Persaud 
of Johns Hopkins Children's 
Center. She led the inves¬ 
tigation that deemed the 
child “functionally cured,” 
meaning in long-term re¬ 
mission even if all traces 
of the virus haven't been 


Next, Persaud’s team is 
planning a study to try to 
prove that, with more ag¬ 
gressive treatment of other 
high-risk babies. “Maybe 
we’ll be able to block this 
reservoir seeding,” Persaud 
said. No one should stop 
anti-AIDS drugs as a result 
of this case, Fauci cau¬ 
tioned. But “it opens up a 
lot of doors" to research 
if other children can be 
helped, he said. “It makes 
perfect sense what hap¬ 
pened." Better than treat¬ 
ment is to prevent babies 
from being born with HIV 
in the first place. About 
300,000 children were born 
with HIV in 2011, mostly in 
poor countries where only 
about 60 percent of infect¬ 
ed pregnant women get 
treatment that can keep 
them from passing the virus 
to their babies. In the U.S., 
such births are very rare 
because HIV testing and 
treatment long have been 
part of prenatal care. 


“We can’t promise to cure 
babies who are infected. 
We can promise to prevent 
the vast majority of trans¬ 
missions if the moms are 
tested during every preg¬ 
nancy,” Gay stressed. 

The only other person con¬ 
sidered cured of the AIDS 
virus underwent a very 
different and risky kind of 
treatment — a bone mar¬ 
row transplant from a spe¬ 
cial donor, one of the rare 


sistant to HIV. Timothy Ray 
Brown of San Francisco has 
not needed HIV medica¬ 
tions in the five years since 
that transplant. 

The Mississippi case shows 
“there may be different 
cures for different popu¬ 
lations of HIV-infected 
people,” said Dr. Rowena 
Johnston of amFAR, the 
Foundation for AIDS Re¬ 
search. That group funded 
Persaud's team to explore 
possible cases of pediatric 
cures. It also suggests that 
scientists should look back 
at other children who’ve 
been treated since shortly 
after birth, including some 
reports of possible cures in 
the late 1990s that were 
dismissed at the time, said 
Dr. Steven Deeks of the 
University of California, San 
Francisco, who also has 
seen the findings. 

“This will likely inspire the 
field, make people more 
optimistic that this is pos¬ 
sible,” he said. 


In the Mississippi case, the 
mother had had no prena¬ 
tal care when she came to 
a rural emergency room in 
advanced labor. A rapid 
test detected HIV. In such 
cases, doctors typically 
give the newborn low- 
dose medication in hopes 
of preventing HIV from 
taking root. But the small 
hospital didn’t have the 
proper liquid kind, and sent 
the infant to Gay’s medi- 


baby higher treatment-lev- 
el doses. 

The child responded well 
through age 18 months, 
when the family tempo¬ 
rarily quit returning and 
stopped treatment, re¬ 
searchers said. When they 
returned several months 
later, remarkably. Gay’s 
standard tests detected no 
virus in the child’s blood. 
Ten months after treat¬ 
ment stopped, a battery of 
super-sensitive tests at half 
a dozen laboratories found 
no sign of the virus' return. 
There were only some rem¬ 
nants of genetic material 
that don't appear able to 
replicate, Persaud said. 

In Mississippi, Gay gives the 
child a check-up every 
few months: “I just check 
for the virus and keep pray¬ 
ing that it stays gone." 

The mother's HIV is being 
controlled with medica¬ 
tion and she is “quite ex¬ 
cited for her child,” Gay 
added.Q 


completely eradicated. people who is naturally re- cal center. She gave the 



This image provided by Johns Hopkins Medicine shows Dr. Deborah Persaud of Johns Hopkins’ 
Children's Center in Baltimore Associated Press 
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‘Giant Slayer’ scares up ho-hum $28 million debut 



This film image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Nicholas Hoult in a scene from “Jack the 
Giant Slayer.” 

Associated Press 


CHRISTY LEMIRE 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It 

wasn’t exactly a mighty 
victory, but “Jack the Gi¬ 
ant Slayer” won the week¬ 
end at the box office. 

The Warner Bros. 3-D action 
extravaganza, based on 
the Jack and the Beanstalk 
legend, made just $28 mil¬ 
lion to debut at No. 1, ac¬ 
cording to Sunday studio 
estimates. It had a report¬ 
ed budget of just under 
$200 million. 

But the studio also hit a 
milestone on the global 
front with Peter Jackson’s 
fantasy epic “The Hobbit: 
An Unexpected Journey” 
crossing the $1 billion mark 
worldwide. The first of three 
films based on the clas¬ 
sic J.R.R. Tolkien novel has 
made $301.1 domestically 
and $700 million interna¬ 
tionally. 

“Jack the Giant Slayer” 
comes from Bryan Singer, 
director of “The Usual Sus¬ 
pects" and the first two 
“X-Men” movies. It stars 
Nicholas Hoult, Ewan Mc¬ 
Gregor, Ian McShane and 
Stanley Tucci. 

Among other new releas¬ 
es, the college romp “21 & 
Over” from Relativity Me¬ 
dia made only $9 million 
this weekend to open in 
third place. And the horror 
sequel “The Last Exorcism 
Part II” from CBS Films de¬ 
buted in fourth place with 
just over $8 million. 


Jeff Goldstein, Warner 
Bros.’ executive vice presi¬ 
dent of theatrical distribu¬ 
tion, said “Jack the Giant 
Slayer” opened lower than 
the studio had hoped, but 
he's encouraged by its 
CinemaScore, which was 
a B-plus overall and an 
A among viewers under 
18. One bit of good news 
for “Jack” is that it had a 
56-percent uptick from Fri¬ 
day to Saturday, suggest¬ 
ing strong word-of-mouth 
and more family audienc¬ 
es for the PG-13 adventure. 
“That tells us that the au¬ 
diences that are seeing it 
really do like it,” Goldstein 
said. “The international 
opening in Asia has been 
very strong — the 3-D com¬ 
ponent of the special ef¬ 
fects works in a big way 
outside the domestic mar¬ 
ketplace.” 

“Jack the Giant Slayer” 


made $13.7 million in 11 
international territories for 
a worldwide total of $41.7 
million. Internationally, “A 
Good Day to Die Hard,” the 
fifth film in the blockbuster 
Bruce Willis franchise, was 
the big winner of the week¬ 
end with $18.3 million for a 
global total of nearly $222 
million. 

Domestically, this is the sixth 
weekend in a row that mov¬ 
ie ticket sales are down, 
said Paul Dergarabedian, 
box-office analyst for Hol¬ 
lywood.com. He pointed 
out that many of the action 
pictures aimed at men this 
year — including “Snitch," 


NEW YORK (AP) — Gay 
advocacy group GLAAD 
says Madonna will present 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper 
with an award for openly 
gay media professionals. 
GLAAD told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Saturday 
that the singer has been 
chosen to give Cooper the 
Vito Russo Award at the 
24th annual GLAAD Media 
Awards in New York City on 
March 16. 

GLAAD President Hern¬ 
don Graddick says Ma¬ 
donna and Cooper are 
longtime friends who have 
both used their careers to 
support lesbian, gay and 
transgender people. 
Cooper declined to speak 
publicly about his sexual¬ 
ity for years. But last July 
he gave blogger Andrew 
Sullivan permission to pub- 


"The Last Stand,” “’Bullet 
to the Head” and “Parker” 
— have been disappoint¬ 
ments at the box office. 
“Other films have done OK 
but we need to do better 
than OK to keep up with 
last year’s pace," he said. 
“Where is the audience? 
I don’t want to overstate 
this, but where are the 
guys?” 

Among the few bright 
spots, the Jason Bateman- 
Melissa McCarthy comedy 
“Identity Thief” has be¬ 
come the first film to cross 
the $100 million mark this 
year. Now in its fourth week 
in theaters, the Universal 


lish an email in which Coo¬ 
per said he was gay and 
“couldn’t be more happy.” 
Russo helped found GLAAD 


movie has made $107.4 
million. 

“This is a tough market¬ 
place right now. Every¬ 
thing is underperform¬ 
ing," Dergarabedian said. 
“There hasn't been a huge 
breakout hit yet. For every 
‘Identity Thief there have 
probably been 10 other 
films that have underper¬ 
formed.” 

Meanwhile, winners at 
last weekend’s Academy 
Awards, including “Argo," 
"Silver Linings Playbook" 
and “Life of Pi," are still 
sticking around in the top 
20 after several months in 
theaters, further underscor¬ 
ing the weakness of recent 
new releases. 

But Dergarabedian was 
optimistic that things will 
turn around with the open¬ 
ing next week of Disney’s 
“Oz the Great and Power¬ 
ful," a much-anticipated 
prequel to “The Wizard of 
Oz" starring James Franco 
and directed by Sam Rai¬ 
mi. It’s expected to open in 
the $75-100 million range. 
“We need the cavalry to 
arrive and we need them 
soon,” he said. “Maybe 
James Franco is the cav¬ 
alry.” 


Associated Press 

and wrote a book about 
gay people in the movies 
called “The Celluloid Clos¬ 
et.” 


2nd Jonah Lehrer book 
being pulled from shelves 

NEW YORK (AP) — A second Jonah Lehrer book is being 
pulled. 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt announced Friday that 
Lehrer's “How We Decide,” originally published in 2009, 
is being taken “off sale.” Spokeswoman Lori Glazer said 
the decision followed an internal review, but she didn’t 
elaborate. 

Lehrer's best-selling “Imagine” was withdrawn last 
year after Tablet Magazine reported that Lehrer had 
manipulated and fabricated Bob Dylan quotes. At the 
same time, he resigned as a staff writer for The New 
Yorker. 

Glazer said Friday that the publisher will continue to sell 
a third Lehrer book, “Proust Was a Neuroscientist,” which 
was released in 2007. 

The 31-year-old Lehrer had been a popular author and 
speaker, specializing in books and essays about how the 
mind works. But he also has been criticized for sloppy 
scholarship and faulty reasoning, and he admitted 
recycling his own journalism for separate publications. 


Madonna to present GLAAD 
award to Anderson Cooper 



This June 23, 2012 file photo shows CNN’s Anderson Cooper ar¬ 
rives at the 39th Annual Daytime Emmy Awards at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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Comings and goings at ‘Downton Abbey’ next season 



This undated publicity photo provided by PBS shows Shirley MacLaine as Martha Levinson from the 
TV series, “Downton Abbey.” 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Shirley 
MacLaine will be returning 
to “Downton Abbey” next 
season, and opera star Kiri 
Te Kanawa is joining the 
cast. 

MacLaine will reprise her 
role as Martha Levinson, 
Lord Robert Crawley's free¬ 
wheeling American moth- 
er-in-law. Carnival Films 
and “Masterpiece” on PBS 
said Saturday. MacLaine 
appeared in episodes ear¬ 
ly last season. 

New Zealand-born sopra¬ 
no Te Kanawa will play a 
house guest. She will sing 
during her visit. 

Other new cast members 
and characters include: 

— Tom Cullen as Lord Gill¬ 
ingham, described as 
an old family friend of 
the Crawleys who visits 
the family as a guest for 
a house party (and who 
might be the one to mend 
Lady Mary Crawley’s bro¬ 
ken heart). 

— Nigel Harman will play a 
valet named Green. 

— Harriet Walter plays Lady 
Shackleton, an old friend 
of the Dowager Countess. 

— Joanna David will play 


a guest role as the Duchess 
of Yeovil. 

— Julian Ovenden is cast 
as aristocrat Charles Blake. 
“The addition of these 
characters can only mean 
more delicious drama, 
which is what ‘Downton 
Abbey’ is all about,” said 
“Masterpiece” executive 
producer Rebecca Eaton. 


Meanwhile, the producers 
have confirmed that vil¬ 
lainous housemaid Sarah 
O’Brien won’t be back. 
Siobhan Finneran, who 
played her, is leaving the 
show. 

These announcements 
come shortly after the third 
season’s airing in the United 
States. It concluded with 


the heartbreaking death 
of popular Matthew Craw¬ 
ley in a car crash, leaving 
behind his newborn child 
and loving wife, Lady Mary 
Crawley. 

Matthew’s untimely demise 
was the result of the depar¬ 
ture from the series by ac¬ 
tor Dan Stevens, who had 
starred in that role. 


The third season also saw 
the shocking death of 
Lady Sybil Branson, who 
died during childbirth. She 
was played by the depart¬ 
ing Jessica Brown Findlay. 
Last season the wildly pop¬ 
ular melodrama, set in ear¬ 
ly 20th century Britain, was 
the most-watched series on 
PBS since Ken Burns’ epic 
“The Civil War,” which first 
aired in 1990. The Nielsen 
Co. said 8.2 million viewers 
saw the “Downton” season 
conclusion. 

“Downton Abbey,” which 
airs on the “Masterpiece" 
anthology, won three 
Emmy awards last fall, in¬ 
cluding a best supporting 
actress trophy for Mag¬ 
gie Smith (the Dowager 
Countess), who also won a 
Golden Globe in January. 
In all, the series has won 
nine Emmys, two Golden 
Globes and a Screen Ac¬ 
tors Guild Award for the 
ensemble cast, which is 
the first time the cast of a 
British television show has 
won this award. 

Hugh Bonneville, Michelle 
Dockery, Elizabeth Mc¬ 
Govern, Jim Carter and 
Brendan Coyle are among 
its other returning stars. 


Rogers, founder of Motown group The Miracles, dies 



In this March 20, 2009 file photo, members of the Motown group The Miracles, from left: William 
“Smokey” Robinson, Warren “Pete” Moore, Claudette Robinson, and Robert “Bobby” Rogers, 
are honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


SOUTHFIELD, Michigan (AP) 

— Bobby Rogers, a found¬ 
ing member of Motown 
group The Miracles and 
a songwriting collabora¬ 
tor with Smokey Robinson, 
died Sunday at his subur¬ 
ban Detroit home. He was 
73. 

Motown Museum board 
member Allen Rawls said 
Rogers died about 6 a.m. 
Rogers had been ill for sev¬ 
eral years. 

Rogers formed the group in 
1956 with cousin Claudette 
Rogers, Pete Moore, Ron¬ 
nie White and Robinson. 
Their hits included “Shop 
Around," "You've Really 
Got a Hold on Me,” "The 
Tracks of My Tears,” "Go¬ 
ing to a Go-Go,” "I Second 
That Emotion” and “The 
Tears of a Clown.” 

“Another soldier in my life 
has fallen. Bobby Rogers 
was my brother and a re¬ 
ally good friend,” Robinson 
said Sunday in a statement. 


“He and I were born on 
the exact same day in the 
same hospital in Detroit. I 
am really going to miss him. 
I loved him very much." 
Roger’s cousin Claudette 
told the Detroit Free Press 
that everyone was drawn 
to his personality. 

“People always comment¬ 
ed on the tall one with the 
glasses,” she said. “He was 
personable, approachable 
and he loved talking to the 
women, loved talking to 
the guys, loved to dance, 
loved to sing, loved to per¬ 
form. That was the joy of his 
life.” 

His voice can be heard on 
Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Go¬ 
ing On,” with Rogers say¬ 
ing, “It’s just a groovy party, 
man, I can dig it.” Mary Wil¬ 
son of the Supremes said 
that captured his essence. 
“If people want to remem¬ 
ber him, they should put 
that record on and listen 
to Bobby,” Wilson told the 


newspaper. “That’s who he 
was.” Rogers and The Mira¬ 
cles were inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
in 2012. He was too ill to at¬ 
tend the ceremony. 


He shared songwriting 
credits with Robinson on 
The Temptations’ “The Way 
You Do the Things You Do,” 
The Contours’ “First I Look 
at the Purse” and The Mir¬ 


acles' “Going to a Go-Go." 
Funeral arrangements 
through James H. Cole 
Home for Funerals in Detroit 
were incomplete Sunday 
afternoon. 
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Poison Politics 



The Ratzinger Legacy 


- « 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2013 New York Times 

The deadline has passed. The se¬ 
quester is in effect. And Congress 
is not in session. 

We now know that our political 
system is broken beyond any¬ 
thing even remotely resembling 
a functional government. 

The ridiculous bill was designed 
as a poison pill, but Republicans 
popped it like a Pez. Now the 
body politic - weak with battle 
fatigue, jerked from crisis to crisis 
and struggling to recover from 
a recession - has to wait to see 
how severe the damage will be. 
(The director of the Congressio¬ 
nal Budget Office estimates that 
the sequester could cost 750,000 
jobs in 2013 alone.) 

This is all because Republicans 
have refused to even consider 
new revenue as part of a deal. 
That includes revenue from clos¬ 
ing tax loopholes, a move they 
supposedly support. 

As Speaker John Boehnersaid af¬ 
ter his congressional leaders met 
with President Barack Obama on 
Friday: 

“Let’s make it clear that the pres¬ 
ident got his tax hikes on Jan. 1. 
This discussion about revenue, in 
my view, is over.” 

Boehner’s intransigence during 
the talks drew “cheers,” accord¬ 
ing to a report in The New York 
Times, from his chronically intran¬ 
sigent colleagues. But their posi¬ 
tion is a twist of the truth that is 
coming dangerously close to 
becoming accepted wisdom 
by sheer volume of repetition. It 
must be battled back every time 
it is uttered. 

Let’s make this clear: it is wrong 
to characterize the American 
Taxpayer Relief Act as a “tax 
hike.” In reality, all it did was al¬ 
low 18 percent of the Bush tax 
cuts - mostly those affecting the 
wealthiest Americans - to expire 
while permanently locking in a 
whopping 82 percent of them. 
But of course, that misrepresen¬ 
tation fit with the tired trope of 
Democrats as tax-and-spend lib¬ 
erals. It also completely ignores 
that it was Bush-era spending 
that dug the ditch we’re in. 
Republicans have defined their 
position, regardless of how reck¬ 
less: austerity or bust. However, 
as economists have warned, 
austerity generally precedes - 
and, in fact, can cause - bust. 


Just look at Europe. 

But Republicans are so dizzy over 
the deficits and delighted to lick 
the boots of billionaires that they 
cannot - or will not - see it. They 
are still trying to sell cut-to-grow 
snake oil: cut spending and cut 
taxes, and the economy will 
grow because rich people will 
be happy, and when rich people 
are happy they hire poor people, 
and then everyone’s happy. 

This is the vacuous of talk of poli¬ 
ticians trying to placate people 
with vacation homes, not a sen¬ 
sible solution for people trying to 
purchase, or simply retain, their 
first homes. 

Now the president is trying to 
make the best of a bad situation 
and bring expectations in line 
with what is likely to happen. 
When Gallup this week asked 
Americans to use one word to 
describe the sequester, nega¬ 
tive words outnumbered good 
words four to one. The top three 
negative words or phrases were 
“bad,” “disaster” and “God help 
us.” 

At a news conference after Fri¬ 
day’s meeting with congressio¬ 
nal leaders, the president tried 
to tamp down some of the most 
dire predictions about the se¬ 
quester’s impact. He said: 
“What’s important to understand 
is that not everyone will feel the 
pain of these cuts right away. 
The pain, though, will be real.” 
The president knows well that 
if the sequester’s effects are so 
diffused that the public - whose 
attention span is as narrow as 
a cat’s hair - doesn’t connect 
them to their source, people 
might think the administration 
cried wolf. 

That’s why he said, and will 
most likely continue to say for 
months, “So every time that we 
get a piece of economic news 
over the next month, next two 
months, next six months, as long 
as the sequester’s in place we’ll 
know that that economic news 
could have been better if Con¬ 
gress had not failed to act.” 

He must yoke this pain to the 
people who invited it. It’s not as 
though most Americans don’t 
already think poorly of Republi¬ 
cans anyway. 

A Pew Research Center report 
released this week found that 
most Americans think the Re¬ 
publican Party, unlike the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, is out of touch with 
the American people and too 
extreme. And most Americans 
did not see Republicans as open 
to change or looking out for 
the country’s future as much as 
Democrats. 

The president said Friday that 
“there is a caucus of common 
sense up on Capitol Hill” that 
includes congressional Repub¬ 
licans who “privately at least” 
were willing to close loopholes to 
prevent the sequester. 

Those privately reasonable Re¬ 
publicans might want to be more 
public before their party goes 
over another cliff and takes the 
country with themQ 
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The helicopter that carried Pope 
Benedict XVI into retirement left 
behind a Catholicism in crisis. So 
say his critics, his admirers and 
everyone in between. 

The church needs “shock ther¬ 
apy” from its next pontiff, writes 
one observer. Catholicism faces 
its worst crisis “since the French 
Revolution,” argues another. 
“Not since the Reformation,” 
writes a third, “has the Church 
been so shaken to its core.” 

Up to a point, the language of 
crisis is justified. To the trends 
weakening institutional faiths 
across the Western world - the 
rise of spiritual individualism, the 
influence of the so-called new 
atheism, the gap between tra¬ 
ditional Christian sexual ethics 
and present-day realities - the 
Roman Catholic Church has 
added scandals, sclerosis and 
a communications strategy ap¬ 
parently designed to win the 
news cycles of 1848. In both Eu¬ 
rope and America, Catholicism’s 
public reputation has worsened 
since Benedict assumed the 
papacy, and his nearly unprec¬ 
edented abdication is a sign that 
the pope emeritus knows it. 

But in assessing Benedict’s lega¬ 
cy, it’s worth looking back on the 
situation in the church in the late 
1970s, when the man who was 
then Joseph Ratzinger left his ac¬ 
ademic career to become first 
an archbishop, then a cardinal 
and eventually the pope. 

In America, the ‘70s were de¬ 
fined by not just a weakening in 
the institutional life of the church 
but a wholesale collapse. Thou¬ 


sands of priests and nuns left their 
holy orders each year. Mass at¬ 
tendance had fallen by a third in 
a generation. The church faced 
a rebellion from Latin Mass tra¬ 
ditionalists, even as progressive 
theologians confidently planned 
for a third Vatican Council. Along 
with institutional instability there 
was moral laxity, and worse: rev¬ 
elations of sex abuse and cover- 
up were years away, but the rate 
of abuse was at its peak. 

Beneath these trends was a per¬ 
vasive sense that Catholic identi¬ 
ty was entirely up for grabs - that 
having dispensed with Latin Mass 
and meatless Fridays, the church 
might be poised for further revo¬ 
lutions, a major schism, or both. 
When Walker Percy’s novel “Love 
in the Ruins” imagined Catholi¬ 
cism in the United States splitting 
in three - a progressive church 
modeled on liberal Protestantism, 
a right-wing “American Catholic 
Church” that plays the “Star- 
Spangled Banner” during Mass 
and a tiny remnant loyal to Rome 
- it seemed more like prophecy 
than fiction. 

It was the work of Ratzinger’s 
subsequent career, first as John 
Paul M’s doctrinal policeman and 
then as his successor, to re-estab¬ 
lish where Catholicism actually 
stood. This was mostly a project 
of reassertion: Yes, the church still 
believes in the Resurrection, the 
Trinity and the Virgin birth. Yes, 
the church still opposes abortion, 
divorce, sex outside of marriage. 
Yes, the church still considers it¬ 
self the one true faith. And yes - 
this above all, for a man whose 
chief gifts were intellectual - the 
church believes that its doctrines 
are compatible with reason, 
scholarship and science. 

It was understandable that this 
project made Ratzinger many 
enemies. It turned him into a trai¬ 
tor to his class, since it involved 
disciplining theologians who had 
been colleagues, peers and ri¬ 
vals. It disappointed or wounded 
the many Catholics who couldn’t 
reconcile the church’s teachings 
with their post-sexual-revolution 
lives. And it obviously did not 


solve the broad cultural chal¬ 
lenges facing institutional Christi¬ 
anity in the West. 

But it did stabilize Catholicism, es¬ 
pecially in America, to an extent 
that was far from inevitable 40 
years ago. The church’s civil wars 
continued, but without produc¬ 
ing major schisms. Mass atten¬ 
dance stopped its plunge and 
gradually leveled off, holding up 
even during some of the worst 
sex abuse revelations. Vocations 
likewise stabilized, and both or¬ 
dinations and interest in religious 
life have actually risen modestly 
over the last decade. Today’s 
American Catholics, while deep¬ 
ly divided, are more favorably 
disposed to both the pope emer¬ 
itus and the current direction of 
the church than press coverage 
sometimes suggests. 

This stabilization was not the kind 
of sweeping revival that some 
conservative Catholics claimed 
to see happening, and it did 
nothing to prevent the church’s 
reputation from suffering, deserv¬ 
edly, once the abuse epidemic 
came to light. 

But for all of Catholicism’s prob¬ 
lems, the Christian denominations 
that did not have a Ratzinger - 
those churches that persisted in 
the spirit of the 1970s and didn’t 
reassert a doctrinal core - have 
generally fared worse. There 
are millions of lapsed Catholics, 
but the church still has a higher 
retention rate by far than most 
mainline Protestant denomina¬ 
tions. Indeed, it is difficult to pick 
out a major religious body where 
the progressive course urged by 
so many of Ratzinger’s critics has 
increased vitality and growth. 

This doesn’t mean there isn’t 
some further version of reform, 
some unexpected synthesis of 
tradition and innovation, that 
would serve Catholicism well. 
And if such a path exists, Bene¬ 
dict was probably not the leader 
to find it. 

But he helped ensure that some¬ 
thing recognizable as Catholic 
Christianity would survive into the 
third millennium. For one man, 
one lifetime, that was enough. □ 
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Louis Vuitton inaugurates “Winter Resort” store in Gstaad 




ORANJESTAD/GSTAAD- Re¬ 
cently Louis Vuitton world¬ 
wide welcomed a new 
store to the Louis Vuitton 
family with the establish¬ 
ment of a new boutique 
in Gstaad, Switzerland. The 
Aruba boutique, located at 
Renaissance Mall is proud 
to announce the establish¬ 
ment of this new addition 
to their family of high-end 
boutiques. 

Following the opening of its 
first store in the famous Swiss 
ski resort in 2004, Louis Vuit¬ 
ton reinforces its ties with 
Gstaad by inaugurating a 


new “winter resort” store on 
the renowned Promenade. 
The opening was a tribute 
to one of Europe’s best- 
known winter (and sum¬ 
mer) destinations, which 
celebrated its 700th an¬ 
niversary in 2012. Follow¬ 
ing this new architectural 
concept, the trunk-maker 
invites its clients on a jour¬ 
ney of discovery, filled with 
new emotions and experi¬ 
ences in a setting surround¬ 
ed by authenticity and 
tradition. In reference to 
the resort's heritage, Louis 
Vuitton showcases its styl¬ 


ish and elegant collections 
in the warm ambience of 
a winter ski chalet. Built on 
a single level, the store is a 
special example of Alpine 
design, featuring unique 
and luxurious furniture. At its 
heart, a marble, stone and 
wood fireplace creates a 
welcoming atmosphere. 
The unique heritage and 
know-how of the Maison 
are reinforced through¬ 
out the new “winter re¬ 
sort” store, with a decor 
that blends tradition and 
modernity in a unique 
Louis Vuitton style. Clients 





are able to discover the 
new collections of leather 
goods, accessories and 
travel items, complement¬ 
ed by seasonal capsule 
collections of men’s and 
women’s ready-to-wear 
and shoes. 

At the store entrance, they 
are greeted by the wom¬ 
en’s collections, featuring 
city bags in refined leather 
for daytime as well as eve¬ 
ning. Iconic handbags, 
such as the Keepall, the 
Speedy and the Neverfull, 
available in the world-re¬ 
nowned Monogram and 
the Damier prints. Scarves, 
belts and costume jewel¬ 
lery are displayed to allow 
women to perfect and fin¬ 
ish their overall look. 

Further into the store, the 
women’s shoe collections 


pay tribute to the creativ¬ 
ity and talent of Marc Ja¬ 
cobs, Artistic Director of 
Louis Vuitton. The men's 
department is then re¬ 
vealed, elegantly present¬ 
ing leather goods, acces¬ 
sory collections, and of 
course, items devoted to 
the art of travel. 

Lastly, a sophisticated sa¬ 
lon invites clients to relax 
next to an open fire and a 
Christmas Trunk composed 
of 35 exquisite pieces cel¬ 
ebrate the know-how and 
magic of the Maison’s spe¬ 
cial orders. 

The store, a subtle mix of 
the architectural traditions 
of Louis Vuitton and the 
village of Gstaad, evokes 
refinement, luxury, and a 
poetic journey to the heart 
of the Alpine valleys."□ 













































